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PART FIRST. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art. I.—Duiscusston on Scaruatina, at the Cincinnati Medical So- 
ciety, December 7, 1852. Reported by J. P. Warxer, M. D., 
Secretary. 


Dr. Dopee reported four cases, treated during the past season : 
two of these were of a mild form, the others of the more malignant ; 
one of the latter terminated fatally. His treatment has been—if 
much restlessness—to rub the whole surface with bacon-rind, which, 
he thinks, has the effect of quieting the uneasiness dependent on 
cutaneous irritability. He has used Watson’s Chlorine Solution and 
the Chlorate of Potassa Mixture, with benefit ; as a local application 
to the fauces, prefers the Nitrate of Silver Solution. One other 
severe case came under his observation, which recovered independent 
of medication other than bacon-rind. If much restlessness, he re- 
peats the annointing, every ¢hree hours. Dr. Lindsley, of Washing- 
ton, first directed his attention to its use. 

Dr. T.. Woop confessed himself behind the age, as regards the 
therapeutic properties of bacon-rind ; viewing it, previously, as one 
of the many domestic nostrums, sometimes productive of more harm 
than good. 
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Dr. Dopex did not know whether bacon grease possessed any spe- 
cial efficacy beyond any other oily application : perhaps the smoking 
process, employed in curing it, may add to its therapeutic action. 
Other physicians have reported favorably of its removing restless- 
ness ; and, also, its appearing to lessen the danger from cold, during 
disquamation. Many of the profession (to prevent the appearance of 
quackery ) have been prescribing an ointment of Axunge and Chloride 
of Soda, which, probably, will be productive of similar results, 


Dr. J. H. Tare has found it useful in several cases, and regards 
it as an excellent adjunct to other treatment. He referred to the dif- 
ference, in the grade of vascular action, as a condition, requiring spe- 
cial attention : also to the modes of death, as affording valuable hints, 
in the use of remedies: some die from congestion of the head and 
lungs, resulting from the low grade of vascular action, and non- 
appearance of the eruption. In these cases, milk-punch and the 
warm bath have been found useful. Swelling of the glands may 
produce death in ¢wo modes. 1st, by impeding respiration ; 2d, by 
preventing return of blood from the brain—the application of leeches 
may here be attended with advantage. He had treated three cases, 
in which there was congestion or inflammation of the brain, accom- 
panied with high vascular action, bright scarlet rash, firm pulse, 
and occasional delirium from the commencement, in the following 
manner : 

In the first, little or no medication. Terminated in convulsions, 
coma, death. 

The second was treated with cathartics, enemata and cold spong- 
ing. Terminated same as first. 

The third was bled to faintness, followed by emetic doses of Infu- 
sion of Ipecac every two hours, and free use of bacon-rind. This 
case recovered. 

The sedative effect of the Infusion of Ipecac, with the external 
application of the lard or oil, act happily in the combination in allay- 
ing irritability : the act of vomiting also removes the accumulated 
secretion from the throat. The external application of Tincture 
Iodine will be found useful where there is much tumefaction of the 
glands. 


Dr. Dopnce said he could speak from personal experience, of the 
relief afforded by oily applications, to a dry, hot skin, allaying im- 
mediately the nervous irritability resulting from that condition. 
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Dr. Carrout remarked on the unsettled state of the treatment of 
this disease, which to him was a source of considerable surprise. 
By some, blisters were recommended : these destroy the patient in- 
variably. Others advise Mercury : this, according to his experience, 
produces all the evils of ptyalism, without a single beneficial result. 
He places his sole reliance on Tartarized Antimony, which perhaps 
may be advantageously combined with Ipecac, given occasionally 
so as to produce emesis. Mild cases require nothing more than 
tepid water sponging, repeated at intervals. If much vascular ac- 
tion, bleeding may be resorted to with safety. If constipation, 
cathartics must be used. If diarrhcea, the administration of opiates 
will be required ; which latter complication, if it appears at an early 
stage, should be regarded as unfavorable in the prognosis. The 
most important part of the treatment consists, however, in the free 
admission of cold air. His attention was particularly directed to the 
consideration of this indispensable agent by the constant occurrence 
of the fact that where the disease was contracted on a warm day, 
and the weather became suddenly cool, the termination was favora- 


able ; when the changes were reverse, the results were also oppo- 
site. 


Dr. Tare inquired if Dr. Carroit found any unpleasant result 
from the action of the Tartarized Antimony on the bowels. 


Dr. Carroxt, under these circumstances, combined one or two 
drops of Laudanum with each dose, which was sufficient to check 
this untoward action. He asserts that Antimony, with proper man- 
agement, will cure almost any disease. During disquamation, he has 
used the bacon-rind inunction with advantage. 


Dr. Buckwer reported two cases of scarlatina without the eruption, 
attended with coma from the commencement: the anginose condi- 
tion was severe. Fruitless efforts were made to establish the erup- 
tion by means of the warm bath, &c. These cases proved fatal in three 
days. He generally used a saturated solution of Sulphate of Mag- 
nesia with Tart. Antim., given till catharsis was produced, followed 
by Dover’s Powders : the latter given at intervals, in emetic doses, 
have been attended with benefit. Mercurial treatment, in his expe- 
rience, was unattended with any but evil results. 


Dr. Conner considers the free admission of cool air, the most 
important item, in the treatment of this disease, and without which, 
any plan of medication that may be adopted, will generally fail. 
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Dr. Tate was anxious to learn the general opinion as to its being 
contagious, or otherwise. 


Dr. Carrout is decidedly of opinion that it is contagious. 


Dr. Wricut could not, from the preceding remarks, yet discern 
what plan of treatment was most to be relied on, but infers that cases 
must be treated according to the conditions presenting. He referred 
to Condie having written the best article on this disease, that he has 
seen. When the disease first appeared in Central Ohio, in 1825, 
Ipecac was found exceedingly useful, but did not appear to act so 
favorably in succeeding epidemics. In consequence of the benefit 
derived from its use at that period, a distinguished physician repeat- 
edly declared that no one ever died of this disease who was treated 
with this agent ; but during a succeeding epidemic, he unfortunately 
lost his whole family. He thinks Tartarized Antimony too depress- 
ing, and is decidedly opposed to the continual use of Calomel; but, 
at an early stage of the disease, its cathartic effects will prove use- 
ful. Considerable benefit may be derived from external applica- 
tions, perhaps oil is the best. No correct conclusions of its conta- 
giousness, can be arrived atin a crowded city: the more thinly 
settled country will alone furnish reliable data. From observations 
made during the epidemic of 1825, and since that to the present, he 
has become satisfied that it is not contagious ; having remarked in 
many instances, in the woods, that one of a family would alone suf- 
fer from the disease, and that at the same time, or immediately 
after, other families were similarly afflicted, without the least possi- 
bility of its being the result of contagion, taking the distance as the 
most conclusive evidence. It is said, in support of its contagious- 
ness, to have been propagated by Inoculation ; but this has not been 
satisfactorily proved. 


Dr. R. H. Jonyson directed attention to the use of Prophylac- 
ties, in this disease ; more particularly Belladonna, which has been 
used in European countries with results represented as favorable. 


Dr. Wricur said it had also been tried in this country as well as 
Europe; but that reports were contradictory, as regards its efficacy, 
from different sources. 

Dr. Menpenua.t wished for information as to the period of incu- 
bation, having contracted the disease himself apparently in 48 hours 
after exposure. 
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Dr. Carrout has seen one case, in which the disease made its 
appearance in seven days after the first exposure ; but, as a general 
rule about ten days supervenes. 

Dr. Wazxer related a circumstance which would suggest the 
question, Does a previous attack of Roseola affect the appearance of 
the eruption in Scarlatina? A little visitor became ill of Scarlatina, 
in a family of children numbering eight, all of whom had some time 
before suffered from Roseola. In two weeks from the time their little 
visitor was taken sick, the whole family were seized with the disease, 
in its anginose form, without any appearance of eruption ; this fact 
would lead him to suppose the disease was contagious, and also fur- 
nish additional proof as to the period of incubation. 

Prorrssor Locke presented a remarkable coincidence, illustra- 
tive of the period of incubation. A young lady being taken ill of 
Scarlatina at school was sent home. At her return, which was dur- 
ing desquamation, she had a long interview with a favorite school- 
mate, who in fourteen days from the first exposure, was taken ill of 
the same disease. She also was sent home. At her return (which 
was also during desquamation) a similar occurrence took place, with 
another school-mate, followed by the same result, in the same length 
of time. 

Dr. Tate wished for information as to the cause of Dropsy, fol- 
lowing Scarlatina. He understood it to depend on a diseased condi- 
tion of the kidneys, which could not be relieved by Diuretics. Some 
cases had been reported as being successfully treated by Dr. Dar- 
rach with Iodide of Potassium and Sarsaparilla, with the occasional 
use of Supertartrate of Potassa. 

These cases, when fatal, die in convulsions, and a similar condi- 
tion,of the urine exists as that found in puerperal convulsions. 

Dr. T. Woop related a case of dropsy on which the intestinal 
cavity and scrotum were largely distended with fluid, which readily 
yielded to Diuretics. Calomel and Squill were the remedies em- 
ployed with Supertartrate of Potassa. 

Proressor Locke remarked that it would be profitable, if the 
urine was carefully examined, in the investigation of this condition. 

Dr. Comxeys referred to Dr. Golding Bird’s experiments on the 
urine, which was found to contain, invariably, Albumen in this, as 
also in puerperal convulsions. 

Dr. Carrouu treated Dropsy with Calomel and purgatives : if 
convulsions, depletion must be resorted to. Related a case of a girl 
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twelve years old who had Dropsy after Scarlatina: she had violent 
headache and convulsions, pulse scarcely perceptible, with labored 
action of the heart. Applied a leech to the temples, which produced 
immediate relief. He thinks nothing but depletion will afford relief. 
Another case, of a boy, who was convulsed and had been comatose 
for some time ; the application of cups to the scalp was resorted to, 
and all these unpleasant symptoms disappeared before the bleeding 
was completed. 

Dr. Bucsner referred to two cases of dropsy which proved fatal ; 
neither case was attended with convulsions. The Scarlatina was of 
a severe form. The Dropsy first made its appearance in thie feet, 
ankles, gradually extending upwards, and at length completely filled 
the chest, producing collapse of the lungs. He treated the cases 
with diuretics ; did not, by the usual tests, detect Albumen in the 
urine. The anemic condition prevented his using the lancet. 

Dr. Waicut is not satisfied that the kidneys are always diseased, 
in Dropsy following Scarlatina. He has seen one case in which 
there was general Anasarca existing, with free action of the kidneys. 
Another case where no urine had been secreted for ten days, with- 
out produeing Anasarea ; in consequence of diarrhcea, which conti- 
nued during that time. It was also attended with tympanitis and 
tenderness over the whole abdominal surface. Intestinal disease 
probably was the cause of death. The brain was not affected until 
about twenty-four hours before death. 





Arr. II.—Strychnia, as applied to Disease of the Bowels. By W. 
W. Dawson, M. D., of Yellow Springs, Ohio. 


The application of this article is daily increasing. The range of 
diseases to which it is applicable is constantly becoming more ex- 
tended, and from the happy results obtained already, we may confi- 
dently expect still further discoveries of its adaptation to other 
forms of disease. 

Observation so far shows its influence only, in lesions where.some 
part of the nervous system is at fault. The physiological effect of this 
article seems to be an exaltation of the susceptibility to external 
impressions ; and although it is suggested as beneficial in quite a 
variety of diseases, yet it is not probable that it is entitled to much 
credit in any lesion except those indicated—those in which there 
is nervous debility. 
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It has been used, and is indeed the only agent which is entitled to 
any credit in paralysis and impotence; and in Chorea, Epilepsy and 
similar conditions, it has been used with consderable benefit. Ofa 
similar pathology are the diseases of the bowels which are dis- 
cussed in this paper, and hence the adaptation of Strychnia to their 
relief. 


My attention was first directed to the use of Strychnia in affec- 
tions of the alimentary canal, in the summer of 1851, during the 
prevalence of Cholera in the neighborhood of this village, and since 
then I have been using it in every case of bowel disease to which it 
was thought applicable. Of the similarity of the condition of the 
nerves which are distributed to the bowels, and those of a paralytic 
limb, there can be no doubt; both have lost their tonicity—their 
strength partially—their excitability—and hence the walls of the 
bowels are feeble, relaxed ; so are also the muscles of the paralytic 
part. 


In many cases of Chronic Diarrhea, the disease to which this 
paper will be principally confined, we have the same feeble, 
relaxed state of the bowels—the equilibrium of the forces seem 
to be destroyed, exosmosis goes on almost unrestrained, and 
consequently we have continual flux in the form of watery dejec- 
tions from the bowels. This condition of the bowels appears to be 
still farther evident from the effect of the remedies employed, such 
as opiates, astringents, stimulants, &c. They seem only to exert a 
mechanical influence over the bowels ; so soon as that passes off, 
the parts relax again, and the waste begins and continues until again 
temporarily arrested by the same class of agents, or until a degree 
of contractility or susceptibility to external impressions is restored. 


Of this class, was most of the cases of ‘‘ Mexican Diarrhcea’”’ 
which fell under the observation of the writer. Some of these lin- 
gered for a long time, until at last the continual waste wore them 
out, Others, resisting all remedies, none of them seeming to have 
even a palliating effect, were of short duration. 


The history and treatment of the following case, is looked upon 
by the writer as one of peculiar interest, and a case, although iso- 


lated, illustrates in a forcible manner the therapeutic effect of 
Strychnia. 


S—,a mechanic in wood and et. 40, applied to me more than 
a year ago, for relief from Mexican Diarrhea ; temporary relief was 
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all that he expected, as the disease had resisted every thing done 
during his stay in and since his return from Mexico. He had con- 
stant looseness of the bowels, his dejections being always fluid, and 
often mixed with mucus. Every two or three weeks an exacerbation 
would take place, which would be so severe that it would disable 
him, rendering it necessary for him to discontinue his work. During 
these violent attacks, the discharges would assume a decidedly mu- 
cous character. 

In the interval he was able to do a tolerably good day’s work at 
his trade. Naturally, he was a man of uncommonly strong and 
robust constitution. His habits of life were by no means regular ; 
he was in the habit of eating to excess at times, and in the sun- 
mer he ate freely all kinds of vegetables, and in addition to this, 
he was a constant drinker, using a bad article of spirits every day; 
quite often he indulged in this to intoxication. These habits evi- 
dently did much to keep up and continue the disease. 

The usual remedies, such as astringents, astringents and stimu- 
lants together, astringents and opiates combined, opiates alone, opi- 
ates and diaphoretics, mercury combined with opium, or given alone 
to catharsis, and followed by opiates, &c. &c., were equal to the task 
of arresting an attack of this disease ; but all and every thing failed, 
producing only temporary relief. The disease was there ; was firmly 
seated, keeping up, as I have said, a lax, loose condition of his bow- 
els. His excesses seldom failed in giving him more than his usual 
trouble; the discharges were increased in number and quantity ; they 
were changed also in character, showing more active lesion of the 
intestines, by the large increase of mucus in the stools. During 
the time that I had the case under care, there was no evidence of 
blood in the feeces. 

In midsummer of 1851, he applied for relief from a very severe 
exacerbation in his complaint. It was but a few days after I had 
first noticed the effect of Strychniain arresting the bowel discharges 
in cholera patients. I was tired of treating the case merely with a 
hope of temporary relief, and had exhausted all the remedies of 
reputation in such diseases. None that I had ever tried had ever 
given him any permanent relief, and hence I was ready to try any 
new plan which promised him something more than mere palliation. 
I therefore concluded to try the effect of Strychnia upon the case. I 
prescribed it in 1—32 gr. dose every two or three hours for the first 
twenty-four ; or if the discharges became less frequent during that 
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time, directed it to be taken less often. Before he had been upon 
the remedy for this length of time, it showed very decided influ- 
ence upon the disease, indicated by decrease in the number and 
quantity of stools and diminution of pain. 

At the end of the first twenty-four hours, he was put upon 1—16 
gr. three times a day, and this course kept up for near a week. By 
this time, although his dejections were not those of health, they 
plainly indicated an approach to a normal condition. 

A decided cure was the result, and since then, despite his intem- 
perance in eating and drinking, he has been as hearty and probably 
more so than men commonly are who are of like habits. 

Such are the notes of this single case of chronic diarrhoea—Mexi- 
can diarrhcea—one of the most terrible forms of intestinal disease 
that has ever appeared in the Mississippi Valley. Ithas been fearful- 
ly fatal, and where controlable, it was accomplished with great trou- 
ble. The use of this remedy, in this one case, would not, in and by 
itself, be of great intrinsic value, although it might lead to, yet it 
establishes no solid basis in regard to the adaptation of the remedy 
tothe disease. Taken and connected with other cases of bowel 
affection, either of the same or of a different type, then it assumes 
a vital importance in the study of the agent and the pathological 
change, where, from its application we may hope to obtain a curative 
effect. 

In the fall of 1851, and after the country north of this village 
had been visited with a severe form of Cholera, an account of the 
disease and the admirable effects which Strychnia seemed to produce, 
was published in the Western Lancet. Over the exhausting dis- 
charges which take place in that disease, this article exercised a 
singularly powerful control, arresting them almost instantly in 
some, in others its effects were gradual, but always, in every case, 
finally controlling them. As was said, in that paper, Strychnia is 
the only remedy which in the hands of the writer, has ever been 
used, with success at all gratifying. 

The use of the article in the same disease, and its happy effects, 
is abundantly corroborated by Professor Edwards, of the Ohio Med- 
cal College, and Drs. Wilson and Howes, Resident Physicians in the 
Commercial Hospital during the prevalence of Cholera in that In- 
stitution in 1851. 

Since my first use of the article in Cholera, it has been used in 
many cases of diarrhoea, and in some few of dysentery ; but of the 
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latter, there but seldom occurs a case to which the remedy is appli- 
cable. Aside from Cholera, most good has been derived from it in 
Chronic Diarrhea. The case given is the only one of Mexican Diar- 
rheea in which it has been employed by me, and it is probably the 
last case of that affection lingering among us. 

Strychnia, in its applicability to the conditions of the bowels spoken 
of, will be of most service in the South. There the extreme heat of the 
sun, constant supply of vegetables, monotony of climate, cold nights 
and hot days, operating upon the constitutions of men from more 
temperate regions, so often produce a disease of the bowels, which, 
resisting all treatment, in the acute stage, passes on to a chronic 
form ; and so intractable is it, in this stage, that the experience of 
every physician has taught him to dread it. To local means, if as- 
tringents, &c., per mouth can be called local, such condition of the 
bowels is often totally invulnerable ; it must be reached in some other 
way. 

If we are right in regarding the morbid state of the bowels in 
such cases similar to that of a paralytic limb, then Strychnia seems 
to be the remedy indicated ; and from the success following such ap- 
plication of the agent, it may be concluded, in the absence of more 
positive evidence, that these views of the pathology of similar dis- 
eases are correct. 





Art. III.— Case of Placenta Previa. By Wma. B. Hans, M. D., 
of Mercer County, Ohio. 


Early on the morning of August the 10th, 1850, I was summoned 
to see Mrs. R. B—, aged 32, who was in the seventh month of her 
eighth pregnancy. I found her pale, with a cool surface, pulse slow 
and very weak, no pains, a frequent inclination to go to stool, and a 
profuse intermittent uterine hemorrhage. Upon enquiring into the 
history of the case, was informed that she had a recurrence of the 
hemorrhage at intervals, varying from two days to a fortnight, ever 
since about the third month of gestation. An examination per vagi- 
num revealed a somewhat softened condition of the os tinca. Al- 
though diagnosing a “ placenta previa,’ from an insufficient dilita- 
tation of the os, the position of the after-birth could not be distin- 
guished. 
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From the history of her former hemorrhages, I felt constrained to 
make an effort to stop the present one, and accordingly had the 
chamber ventilated, the bed-covering reduced, the hips elevated, 
cold cloths applied to the genitals and abdomen, and gave a powder 
of Opium grs. i., Acetate of Plumbi. ii. grs., which I repeated every 
hour. With the above treatment, at the end of about three hours, 
the hemorrhage ceased. After waiting some time, and the flooding 
not returning, I directed the above powders to be given every two 


hours ; and if the hemorrhage recurred, to exhibit enemata of cold 
water. 


At 40’clock P. M. I was again called, and found the hemorrhage 
had recurred, but was now very slight, intermittent and attended 
with the usual characteristics of labor, tenesmus so irresistible that 
she persisted in almost constantly occupying the night chair. Be- 
lieving that her case was one that would require eventually an active 


treatment, a messenger was sent for counsel, which in due time 
arrived. 


At 6 o’clock P. M. the os uteri being more dilated than in the 
morning, a critical exploration of the os and cervex uteri was made, 
and the placenta found to occupy the right antero-lateral side of the 
os and cervex, coming quite up to the verge of the mouth—the foetus 
presenting in the second condition. 


At this time the hemorrhage accompanying each contraction of the 
womb, but not incréased, and the resources of the system yet con- 
tinued vigorous. We did not resort to any active means to effect a 
delivery until about 9 o’clock P. M., when the os was found to have 
considerably dilated, the pains augmented, and the hemorrhage in- 
creased to an extent that we concluded further delay would compro- 
mise the life of our patient, and determined upon immediately eva- 
cuating the liguor amnii, and, if necessary, turn and deliver. Having 
made our patient and her friends acquainted with the contingencies 
connected with her case, the membranes were ruptured and a large 
quantity of “waters” discharged, which was immediately followed 
by an increase of uterine effort—the head engaged, and for .a time 
all seemed to indicate a speedy termination of thelabor. Presently, 
however, the contraction became feeble and altogether insufficient, 
when we gave ergot in full portions, applied frictions assiduously, 
and exhibited clysters of salt and water, which shortly so increased 
the action of the womb, that in a little time the child was born. 
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In delivering the placenta, nothing unusual occurred ; but its eva- 
cuation was soon followed by a profuse flooding, which continued, 
notwithstanding the use of frictions, pressure, titillation, cold douche, 
ergot, &c., and was arrested only after the hand was introduced into 
the uterus and its parietes firmly pressed between the one hand in- 
ternally and the other externally, and continued until expelled by 
the uterine contractions. 


When the flooding had been arrested, the patient was almost 
bloodless, exhausted and unconscious, the surface pale and cold, the 
pulse small and very weak. Stimulants, as Laudanum and Ether, 
Carb. Ammonia and Brandy, were necessarily administered, assisted 
by external warmth constantly applied for some hours, until some 
degree of reaction was gotien, when she began to revive and again 
became conscious. 


August 11th, at 2 o’clock P.M. the pulse was small, hard and 
frequent, skin hot and dry, considerable thirst and pain in the region 
of the uterus much increased by pressure ; decubitus on the back, 
with the thighs flexed upon the abdomen, with other usual symptoms 
of hysteritis. Prescribed Dover’s Powders grs. v., Tartar Emetic, 
grs. 4. M., to be given every two hours, and a Hop cataplasm con- 
stantly applied over the lower part of the abdomen. 


August 12, A.M. The symptoms of general re-action not im- 
proved ; but the manifestations of local disorder had almost entirely 
subsided. The mamme began to feel tense, and the lochia and 
after-pains were about as usual. The powders prescribed yesterday 
were continued at intervals of three hours. The poultices also con- 
tinued, and ordered a cathartic of castor oil. 


August 13th. Patient better, the oil had operated well, there 
were no pains, and the inflammatory reaction was much reduced. 
From this time forward, under the above course of treatment, she 
improved daily, so that in two weeks she was able to be up, and 
shortly after that, to attend to her ordinary household affairs. 


A little over a year after the above occurrence, I attended the 
same lady in her next labor, which was in all respects natural ex- 
cept a flooding which followed the delivery of the secundines, that 
was with much difficulty arrested. 
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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 


Arr. L— Veratrum Viride, or American Hellebore. By W. C. 
Norwoop, M. D., of Cokesbury, S. C. 


As an arterial sedative in pneumonia, Typhus, and other fevers 
and inflammations, the tincture of American Hellebore, is eliciting 
at present considerable remark and attention on the part of the pro- 
fession. One of the peculiar properties of this article is, its power to 
control the morbid action of the heart, causing a consequent diminu- 
tion of the pulse, without producing necessary emesis, or even nausea, 
when it is administered at first in small doses. Two interesting 
cases of pneumonia are cited by the author of this paper, both of 
which were severe, but yielded kindly, under the effects of this 
remedy : 

“In 1846, we called to see Mr. E., in consultation with Dr. J. A. 
Stewart. Mr. E. had been laboring under a severe attack of pneu- 
monia for several days. The remedies prescribed were entirely ap- 
proved of and continued for a time, but failed to relieve. The 
threatening aspect of the case was such, that it was thought prudent 
to inform his parents at a distance, of his perilous condition. At 
this critical juneture, we observed to Dr. S. that we had been using 
an article in a number of cases of pneumonia, with a success and 
peculiarity of effect we had never been able to obtain from any other 
remedy, and proposed to use it in the present case. We immediately 
put Mr. E. on the use of the veratrum viride, to be given every 
three hours—the quantity to be increased one drop at each dose 
until nausea or vomiting occurred. At 8 o’clock A. M., commenced 
with seven drops. The third portion excited considerable nausea 
and free vomiting, with paleness, coolness and moisture of the sur- 
face. During the occurrence of these interesting and striking ef- 
fects, we were notified that Mr. E. was vomiting freely, was much 
worse, and was thought to be dying. We found, however, that 
what had caused so much alarm to the patient and his friends, was 
'o us a source of gratification ; for, after the effortof vomiting was 
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over and nausea relieved, the pulse was reduced to 63 beats and the 
pain relieved. 


The pulse of the patient, previously to taking the Tincture, was 
120 to 130 beats: and was reduced in twelve hours to 53, while the 
febrile and inflammatory symptoms subsided ; after which the por- 
tion was diminished one half, and continued for several days, with- 
out any renewal of the attack. 


“ Called, in February, 1847, to see a son of Mrs. T., laboring un- 
der a violent attack of pneumonia, we put him on the use of vera- 
trum viride every three hours. Although twelve years of age, his 
slender health and deformed chest, having been severely afflicted 
with asthma, induced us to commence with a very small dose, that 
we might avoid any drastic effect of the remedy. The first portion 
given was two drops, to be increased one drop every portion until 
the slightest nausea was experienced, then to lessen or discontinue 
the remedy, as the case might require. On taking the third or fourth 
portion, Mrs. T’. discovered that he was getting very pale, that the 
skin was cool and moist, and pain scarcely felt only on taking a full 
inspiration. The slowness of the pulse, and the pallor and coolness 
of the surface alarmed her, and she sent for us. We found him 
pale, cool, moist, and with a pulse beating 35, full and distinct. 
when put on the tincture, in the morning, his pulse was 120 to 124, 
skin hot and dry, frequent and labored breathing, pain severe, great 
thirst. In the short space of twelve or fifteen hours the symptoms 
were subdued, and by continuing the tincture in doses of from two 
to three and four drops, there was no renewal of the symptoms. 


‘<In nearly all, if not in every acute disease, especially of a fe- 
brile and inflammatory character, we find the frequency of the pulse 
and the derangement of the vascular system in proportion to the 
force and severity of the case. There is scarcely an exception to the 
rule. Why this isso we do not know. The fact cannot be denied; 
and, in order to restore health, we must of necessity, control the cir- 
culation, directly or indirectly. Now, veratrum veride will almost 
invariably effect this, whatever may have been the disturbing cause. 
The how and why, we do not understand. We look upon the uni- 
versality of its application to be exactly defined by the universality 
of the occurrence of increased cardiac action. In testing its powers, 
we did not confine our experiments to febrile and inflammatory dis- 
eases of an idiopathic character, but extended them to traumatic le- 
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sions in which fever and inflammation had supervened, and our 
labors were crowned with a success that we little dreamed of realiz- 
ing. Its power of controlling arterial action, in febrile and inflam- 
matory diseases in traumatic lesions, we consider established beyond 
doubt. We gave the statement of a case of convulsions, treated 
with the veratrum viride, in the January No. (1851) of this Jour- 
nal; since which time we have treated a number of others, with 
great success. We have not used it in epileptic convulsions suffi- 
ciently to enable us to speak with confidence and certainty in that 
disease. In the case of Mr. S., whom we commenced treating in 
January last, and still have under treatment, there has been no re- 
turn of the paroxysms since then, which is a much longer interval 
than he has enjoyed for years, and his general health is much im- 
proved. It stands unrivalled in palpitations of the heart, for 
promptness and certainty of relief. It is a specific in painful affec- 
tion of testicle consequent upon the mumps. We have not failed, in 
a single case, to obtain relief from the pain and fever in twelve 
hours, and prevented a return of the symptoms, by perfect rest and 
a continuance of the tincture for three or four days. How far it will 
succeed in orchitis, from other causes, we are not prepared to say. 
It affords us no ordinary pleasure, to record its value in the treat- 
ment of the inflamed mamma of lying-in females. If taken in time, 
in these cases, it may be relied on to control fever, pain and inflam- 
mation of the brain, In hooping-cough, accompanied with high fe- 
brile excitement, it has no equal. In convulsions generally, it is 
highly valuable. In asthma and rheumatism its effects are peculiarly 
striking, especially in the acute forms. In chronic rheumatism we 
have not used it. In puerperal fever our experience is limited, but 
in the few cases in which it was used, stamps it as a reliable agent 
in that disease. We have found it of great value in the treatment 
of typhoid dysentery, and would feel unable to combat that disease 
without it or some other remedy of equal power. Its effects on the 
system are in perfect antagonism to those of scarlet fever. Combined 
with the diuretic treatment, we do not believe it can be equalled by 
any other plan of treatment that has ever been adopted in scarlet 
fever. We know it to be valuable of itself, but its powers are greatly. 
increased by the above combination. 


“When we reflect upon the power of veratrum viride to allay 
pain, irritability and irritation, and more especially irritative mobi- 
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lity, in connection with its influence over the heart’s action and de- 
ranged secretions, it is truly difficult properly to appreciate its value. 
We know of no untried agent that we would venture to rely on with 
more certainty in the treatment of yellow fever, and we look with 
interest for the results of its trial in this disease. From its direct 
influence over the vascular system, we believe it will prove valu- 
able in the treatment of small pox, and by keeping the excitement 
down and the surface cool and pale, it will perhaps prevent the un- 
sightly pitting which often takes place in that disease.” 


The author speaks of its efficiency in the treatment and cure of 
Typhoid Fever. 


«The treatment of typhoid fever is a matter in which every indi- 
vidual is deeply interested. Might we not ask with emphasis, what 
country, what community, has not felt or heard of the destructive 
mortality following in its wake? and has not the cry been echoed 
back by every tongue and breeze—a remedy to stay the fell de- 
stroyer’s progress! When we have presented as much of facts and 
evidence as we deem sufficient on the occasion, you will be able to 
judge and others can determine whether a cure has been discovered 
and the destroyer stayed or merely checked ; when the value of ve- 
ratrum viride in pneumonia typhoides and other malignant and fatal 
diseases, is embraced in the subject, it becomes doubly interesting 
and important. In 1850 we first entered on a trial of the tincture of 
veratrum viride in the treatment of typhoid fever. It was due to 
our patients and to justice that we should proceed with caution. We 
accordingly, at first, gave it in mild and moderately severe cases, 
avoiding its use at first in all cases of unusual severity and malig- 
nancy. We first used it in the case of a negro boy of Mrs. W., 
which was uncomplicated and yielded readily. When called, onthe 
third day of the disease, the bowels had been moved sufficiently by 
a cathartic of calomel, followed by repeated portions of camphorated 
Dovers powder, without abatement of the symptoms. The skin was 
hot and dry, great thirst, severe pain in the forehead ; the eyes dull, 
heavy and ecchymosed ; tongue covered in the centre with a dark, 
thin fur, tip and edges very red and dry ; pulse 127, small, soft and 
with quickness in the stroke, that indicated greater frequency than 
really existed. The patient was ordered a six drop dose, to be in- 
creased till nausea or vomiting occurred. By mistake the dose was 
not increased. After continuing the treatment twelve hours, there 
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being no abatement in the symptoms, we were notified of the fact 
and wrote to increase until an impression was made and that we 
would see the patient in twelve hours. During the absence of the 
messenger, Mrs. W. discovered that the dose was to be increased, 
and did so, and when this reached eight drops there was free vomit- 
ing, with a subsidence of febrile symptoms, the severe pain in the 
head excepted. At the expiration of twelve hours, we found the 
boy with a skin cool and moist, thirst materially abated, and the 
pulse reduced to 56 beats. A blister was applied to relieve the un- 
nitigated pain in the head, and the veratrum viride was continued 
four days without any return of the symptoms.” 

Several other cases are noticed ; one a negro woman—pulse 116, 
skin hot and dry, with considerable nervous excitement, sickness of 
the stomach and spinal tenderness, which had resisted the use of 
blister to the parts affected, as well as cupping, and an alterative 
treatment of calomel. ‘Tinct. of veratrum viride was presented— 
seven drops at 12 M., eight or nine in the succeeding six hours. In 
one half hour after the third dose was administered, nausea and 
vomiting were excited moderately, pulse 80, skin cool and moist, 
and nervous derangement much relieved ; after which four drops: 
were given every three hours to establish the cure. 


“On the 19th July, 1852, we were called into an adjoining dis- 
trict to see a negro woman of Mrs. G., in consultation with Drs. 
T. and McD. We saw her at 8 A. M., on the 20th, the twelfth day 
of the disease. She had been treated with all the remedies usually 
resorted to, without relief. She was slightly mercurialized ; sup- 
posed to be three months advanced in pregnancy ; pulse 130, ex- 
tremely quick and weak, so much so that it was difficult to count ; 
tongue dry and red on the tip and edges, with a thick dark fur in the 
centre. The papille were not covered with fur, were elevated, en- 
larged, and flattened at the top; thirst extreme; great heat in the 
region of the stomach, and complaining of internal heat and burn- 
ing; extremities cold, with general coolness of the surface, except 
over the region of the stomach ; answered questions in a quick and 
hurried manner ; would invariably change some part of the body be- 
fore giving an answer. Discharges from the bowels dark and mud- 
dy, mixed with slime ; more or less tenderness and gurgling on press- 
ure in the right iliac region ; tendency to diarrhoea slight. On the 


26 
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ninth day from the attack, there was a sudden and decided change 
fer the worse, and brandy and quinine were freely given to sustain 
the action of the heart and arteries, and the surface was rubbed to 
keep up external warmth. 

‘“« We have given such a description of the treatment and condi- 
tion of the patient, at the time of our first visit, as will be fully en- 
dorsed by the physicians in attendance. Two cases had just termi- 
nated fatally in the same family, and two others in a family not more 
than six hundred yards distant. We could not complain of the re- 
putation that had preceded us ; but the standing of the medicine was 
anything but favorable in that région of country. The previousand 
threatening mortality, the severity of the case, the new remedy, 
the unfavorable prognosis of the physicians in attendance, naturally 
excited the deepest interest, and curiosity was wrought up to the 
highest point as to what course would be pursued. By consent every 
remedy was discontinued, both internal and external, and the. tinc- 
ture of veratrum viride ordered every three hours, to be increased 
pro re nata, which we superintended in person from 9 A. M. till 5 
P.M. Three drops were given at 9, which nauseated and vomited 
pretty freely before 12. The first matier thrown up was a large 
quantity of mucous slime, followed by a quantity of dark thick bile, 
or bitterish fluid, on the ejection of which she expressed considera- 
ble relief from the unusual burning or heat in the region of the sto- 
mach. Four drops were given at 12, which excited free emesis in 
from thirty to fifty minutes, bringing up an abundance of thick yel- 
low bile. After this paroxysm of vomiting, the extremities and 
surface generally became warm, or, in other words, there was a gen- 
eral diffusion and equal distribution of heat. She expressed perfect 
relief from internal heat or burning, followed by a general feeling of 
agreeable coolness ; but three drops were given at 3 o’clock, which 
excited slight nausea, and perhaps a slight but single paroxysm of 
vomiting. What we had achieved when we left (at 5 P. M.) was 
the relief from unusual heat in the stomach, severe thirst,. general 
restlessness, an equable diffusion of heat, and greater fullness and 
distinctness of the pulse. Instructions were left to continue the ve- 
ratrum viride in three or four drop doses, as she might be able to 
bear it, avoiding too much nausea and vomiting, if possible. After 
leaving, we sent a message back to give twenty or thirty drops of 
Jaudanum, one hour before the next portion, to prevent nausea oF 
vomiting, if possible. 
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That night, as a matter of course, was passed by us with more 
or less anxiety and interest. On reaching the patient the next morn- 
ing, the viride was exciting very little nausea, the pulse was redu- 
ced to 120, more full and distinct, and all the other symptoms were 
slightly improved. We were not satisfied with the small quantity of 
the veratrum viride we were using ; we therefore ordered an enema 
of four ounces of cold water and six drops of tincture of veratrum 
viride every six hours, and the three drop doses every three hours, 
to be continued; thus making, in all, forty-eight drops in the twenty- 
four hours. The enemata were ordered to be given between the 
portions, by the mouth. The nausea and vomiting were kept up 
for a time after each enema, but not to an extent that required 
them to be suspended, and which subsided after a few repetitions of 
the enema. 

The morning following, which was the fourteenth day of the dis- 
ease, the pulse was down to 100, and with a like improvement in all 
the symptoms. The morning following, the pulse was reduced to 
$5, and all the other symptoms were greatly mitigated, so much so 


that we were not to see her forthe next forty-eight hours. On Sun- 
day morning, at 9 A. M. (the seventeenth day of the disease,) we 
were at our post, with our pleasing anticipations disappointed, blast- 
ed, and for the time, scattered to the winds—but to fight the battle 
at far greater hazard. Found her flooding, pains severe and fre- 


quent. Requested Dr. T. to examine the uterus ; found the os tince 


soft and dilated, so that he could discover a substance or body pre- 
senting ; gave her a portion of ergot; the foetus was thrown off with- 
in half an hour, and flooding ceased. By this time the pulse had 
reached 135 beats per minute, was peculiarly quick and feeble ; 
number of respirations 63 per minute ; skin hot and dry, the heat 
of that peculiar acrid kind called “calor mordax ;”’ thirst greatly 
aggravated. The veratrum viride was increased to five drops every 
three hours ; spirits of turpentine to be given every six hours, in 
fifteen drop doses, in a little warm sweet milk to cover the taste, 
which excels any vehicle we ever tried. The enema of cold water to 
be continued every six hours, and the viride increased to eight drops. 
When we left, at 4 in the afternoon, there was slight moisture on the 
surface ; the pulse was 130, more full and distinct ; breathing a little 
less frequent and hurried. On the day following it was reduced to 
95 beats per minute ; on the following day it was reduced as low as 
85, with a like improvement of all the symptoms. The remedies 
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were continued, and she rapidly and perfectly convalesced. It did 
appear that Providence brought us safely through the most critical of 
all the cases we have met. It also appeared, that so soon as the 
foetus was thrown off, she was much less susceptible to the impression 
of the veratrum viride. 

There are many points of interest in the above case, which are 
well worthy of particular notice. In the first place, it had been 
treated by two skillful physicians, with all the ordinary remedies. 
On the ninth day the stage of collapse or exhaustion set in so rapidly 
and to such an extent, as to render brandy, quinine and rubefacient 
frictions necessary, to keep up the actions of the heart and arteries 
as well as the external warmth. After the free use of the above, 
from Saturday till Tuesday, we find there was no relief, but rather a 
continuance and aggravation of the symptoms. On Tuesday there 
was a withdrawal of all the remedial agents in use—was put on a 
few drops of the tincture of veratrum viride, at no time for the first 
24 hours exceeded four drops. This was attended with relief from 
internal heat and burning, a general distribution of heat on the sur- 
face, and the pulse rendered slower, fuller, and more distinct, dc. 
The only change made which seemed to add to the good effects, 
were enemata of cold water, containing six drops of the tincture of 
veratrum, viride. In the meantime she aborts with a renewal and 
aggravation of all the symptoms ; to meet which, there is added to 
the treatment fifteen drops of spirits of turpentine ; the dose of ve- 
ratrum viride increased, by mouth, to five drops, and by enemata to 
eight drops. Again, the lessened susceptibility after the abortion ; 
whereas, under ordinary circumstances, bleeding increases suscepti- 
bility : true, the loss of blood was comparatively small, yet, taking 
into account the length of time she had been sick, it might be said to 
have been relatively large. These are facts and circumstances for 
reflection and investigation. 

Veratrum viride, green hellebore, American hellebore, is not our 
Poke-root or Phytolacca Decandra, but is the poke weed, veratrum 
viride, and is entirely different in its appearance and properties. 
Again, it is called white hellebore, by the Shakers; and those. order- 
ing veratrum viride often get the white hellebore proper, or Euro- 
pean, for it, by not being specific in the correction of the error in 
name. The properties and powers of veratrum viride are the fol- 
lowing ; 1st, acrid—This property is very limited and confined to 
the fauces. 2d. It is adanagic, deobstruent, or alterative : this pro- 
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perty is possessed in a marked and very high degree ; not equalled 
by calomel or iodine in this particular, which will adapt it to the re- 
lief of many diseases hitherto beyond the reach of any remedy. Of 
this class of diseases, those which we think will be much benefitted 
by it, are cancer and consumption. 34d. It is actively and decidedly 
expectorant, so much so that we rarely add any other article. 4th. 
It is one of the most certain diaphoretics belonging to the materia 
medica: it often excites great coolness or coldness of the surface ; in 
some cases the skin is rendered merely soft and moist; in other in- 
stances, the perspiration is free, and at other times it is most abun- 
dant; but, notwithstanding its profuseness, it does not reduce or ex- 
haust the system, as many diaphoretics do when in excess, and there- 
fore need not excite alarm nor be suspended on that account. 5th. 
It is nervine, not narcotic, under any circumstances ; as, since our 
first article, we have taken it more than twenty times to test its varied 
powers, and we have taken it in all quantities, from the production 
of free emesis down to the minimum dose. This property renders 
it of great value in the treatment of painful diseases, and such as are 
accompanied with convulsions, morbid irritibility and irritative mo- 
bility. For example—pneumonia, rheumatism, puerperal fever, 
convulsions generally, and palpitation of the heart, &c. 6th. It is 
one of the most certain and efficient emetics known, and is peculiarly 
adapted to meet that indication in hooping cough, asthma, croup, 
scarlet fever, and in all cases where there is much febrile and inflam- 
matory action. It often excites severe nausea and frequent vomit- 
ing, which taken in connection with great paleness, often alarms the 
patient and by-standers ; but these effects, when in excess, are rea- 
dily relieved by one or two full portions of morphine and tincture of 
ginger, or of laudanum and brandy. One grand and leading feature 
is,'that the exhaustion which follows it, is not excessive and permanent. 
but confined merely to the effort. Again, the matter, first ejected, 
is a large quantity of thick, slimy mucus, and soon after, the liver 
is called on to pour forth its own fluid in abundance. 7th. The 
seventh property is the most valuable and interesting, and for which 
it stands unparalleled as atherapeutic agent. So much has already 
been written on what we call the sedative—arterial sedative—prop- 
erties of the agent, or the power it possesses of controlling and re- 
gulating arterial action, that we shall not again run over the amount 
of evidence on this part of the subject. By virtue of this and other 
powers, the treatment of disease has been much simplified, and when 
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the effects recorded in the case of Mr. G.’s negro woman, shall 
have been fully considered, we may bid adieu to much of the sup- 
posed necessity for stimulants in the treatment of atonic or asthenic 
cases. We challenge the medical world to produce its equal, as a 
therapeutic agent, for certainty of effect, and the ease and safety 
with which it may be administered to small and great. In small 
portions, we have found nothing to equal it in exciting and promoting 
appetite. 

The formula we use is the following : 

k. Root of veratrum viride 

Alcohol, of the shops, undiluted 
Let it stand from ten days to two weeks. Medium dose for an adult 
male, eight drops, to be increased one or two drops every portion, 
until nausea or vomiting, or a reduction in the frequency of the pulse 
takes place ; then reduce one half in all cases. Females and per- 
sons from 14 to 18 years of age, should commence with six drops, 
and increase as above. Children, from one to two years of age, to 
commence with one drop ; from two to five years of age, two drops, 
and increase one drop. The usual interval with us is three hours 
between the portions. In ordinary cases of pneumonia, we usually 
continue it three days after the symptoms are subsided. In typhoid 
fever, and many other diseases, it requires to be continued much 
longer. For the satisfaction and information of the profession, we 
would state that it may be continued indefinitely, or any length of 
time, in moderate doses, or short of nausea, without the least incon- 
venience. The only objection that could be urged, is the increase of 
appetite, or desire for food. It is not cathartic—it is like all other 
remedial agents, subject to the same rules and regulations, making 
it out of the question for a personto lay down any but general direc- 
tions for regulating the dose. We are better pleased with the method 
adopted for getting its first impression by Dr. Welburn, of Farm- 
ville, Alabama, than with our own. We allude to the short interval 
between the first three portions he administers: He gives ‘< six drops, 
in ten minutes seven drops, in ten minutes more eight or ten drops; 
and then suspends the dose till vomiting occurs,’’ which will be sure 
to take place in a large majority of cases. In the outset of many 
cases, we would recommend Dr. Welburn’s manner of using it. In 
a male, twenty-five drops is the largest quantity we have known to 
be required to excite emesis, and sixteen drops in the female, when 
given in the manner and at the intervals we have directed. There 
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need be no danger apprehended of its exciting inflammation of the 
stomach ; we have given special attention to that particular. It is 
peculiar and at the same time interesting in its effects. The fact of 
its acting as a sedative on almost every other portion of the system, 
diminishing the vascular and muscular action and motion of every 
other part, and increasing that of the stomach. We have seen it 
produce emesis in very susceptible persons, and the contractions of 
the stomach were so rapid as to be almost continuous and uninter- 
rupted ; but a strong alcoholic tincture of ginger and morphine 
would afford more prompt and immediate relief than any other arti- 
cles we have ever used. We have never seen a case that failed to 
be relieved by the above remedies in thirty minutes. The great ad- 
vantage of the remedy is, that it does not exhaust longer than the 
effort to vomit is concerned. A great many remedies leave the pa- 
tient in an exhausted and enfeebled condition, aside from the effort 
or immediate action: not so with the veratrum viride. Again, tar- 
tar emetic should never be given with it, in any form or manner. 
The only cases in which we have seen the tincture of veratrum viride 
purge, were when given in combination with tartar emetic, or with 
Coxe’s hive syrup. In most of these cases it excited a violent cho- 
lera morbus. We would not think of giving the tincture of vera- 
trum viride where tartar emetic had been used, without preceding it 
with a full dose of morphine or laudanum at least one hour. We 
have known many fall out with the veratrum viride when it was not 
at fault. Again; venesection, when a large quantity of blood is 
drawn, increases materially its effects, whereas opium and morphine 
lessens and diminishes them. If a patient had been bled freely, 
preceded or followed by a liberal use of tartar emetic, and then fol- 
lowed up with medium portions of the tincture of veratrum viride, 
we should anticipate and prepare for drastic, if not hazardous effects.”’ 
N. J. Med. Reporter. 





Arr. IL—A Case of Ventral Pregnancy. 


The following case presents itself to the notice of all medical 
men, because its very rare occurrence, and the singularity of the 
phenomena attending it from first to last. In ordinary practice it is 
not a common event by any means to meet with cases of extra- 
uterine pregnancy, and few and far between do instances occur in 
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which the child is found lodged in the intestinal cavity. Ordinarily, 
the ovum is found in the uterine cavity, frequently in the Fallopian 
tube or ovary, and sometimes in the peritoneal sac ; this last location 
constituting that variety of pregnancy denominated ventral. Blun- 
dell says he has seen a feetus tolerably well formed, and of good 
size taken from a boy ;---the boy being pregnant. It lay in a 
sack in communication with the duodenum. ‘It is therefore” 
says he, ‘‘not impossible for a foetus to form within the body of a 
male,”’ and therefore it may also form in women, within the perito- 
neal sack, among the abdominal viscera. (See Blundell’s Principles 
and Practice of Midwifery, p. 477, edit. 1840.) So rarely do cases 
of Ventral Pregnancy occur, that the Dr. knew nothing personally 
of its symptoms. 

Mrs. K—-—r, a Swiss and about forty years of age, came under 
our care on the second of December, 1851. For the previous six 
or seven weeks she had been attended by another physician, but from 
him we at no time obtained an opinion of the case or its treatment. 
From the statement of the woman herself, and her husband, we 
learned that in the month of January previous, she had been deliv- 
ered of twins. One of these was brought into the world dead, by 
the use of instruments, the operation by her description, having 
been excruciatingly painful. The second child was not born until 
the third day subsequent to the first. The presentation was natural, the 
child healthy and vigorous. The placentz were adherent, and had 
to be separated piecemeal, giving a great deal of pain, and causing 
considerable hemorrhage. Her recovery from this labor was te- 
dious and protracted, and her opinion very decided, that in the use 
of the instruments she had been in some way injured. 

On our visit, we found her lying upon the bed with her legs drawn 
up, her countenance anxious, and expressive of great suffering. 
She complained of extreme pain in the hypogastrium and baek, 
tenderness over the whole abdominal surface, some difficulty in mic- 
turition, and an inability to lie on either side. She did not know 
whether she was pregnant or not, suspected it might be so, as she 
had not menstruated the last two months. Prevfously, but after the 
birth of the twins, her catamenial periods were irregular and very 
painful. An examination per vaginam detected only a fullness and 
irregularity of the os tince, the vaginal secretion reddish yellow, 
and copious. She had but little desire for food of any kind, occa- 
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casionally vomited, and was very thin in flesh. Giving her Morphia 
at night, with fomentations, and one drop Tinct. Nux vomica ter in 
die, we continued our visits daily, and thought for more than a week, 
that our patient’s uterus was in a schirrus state. We did not feel 
satisfied with our diagnosis by any means, and awaited further devel- 
opements. 

By the eleventh of December she had become much better, and 
then by a carefully instituted examination, we became convinced 
that she was pregnant about three and a half months. Impressed 
with the belief of a diseased uterus, we substituted Arsenic in very 
small doses for the nux, and as improvement became more and more 
manifest, omitted the Morphia entirely. About the first of January 
1852, she appeared so well that we discontinued visiting her. She 
was free from pain every where, and able to go about her room with 
increasing strength. After awhile she walked out, and frequently 
came to our house, the abdomen gradually enlarging, and her 
only suffering was the motions of the child, that ceased as they 
ceased. By the third of February, the motions of the child be- 
came more frequent, and excessively painful, particularly in the /eft 
side, and the pain was always followed by emesis. With Mor- 
phia resumed, and smal] doses Belladonna, we again succeeded in 
giving ease, and up to the twenty-fourth April she continued very 
comfortable, only once in a while expressing her fears of her ap- 
proaching confinement. On the night of the twenty-fifth April, she 
was to all appearance in the commencement of her dreaded labor. 
We remained with her three hours, the pains very gradually increas- 
ing, but the os tincee remaining altogether unaffected. During the 
whole of the next day the pains were very severe, yet an examina- 
tion disclosed not the least change in the os, nor while the finger re- 
mained in contact with it, was there the least infringement of a 
bearing-down force. The hand on the abdomen felt nothing what- 
ever of a contractile character, and we assuredly plead guilty to the 
fact that we did not know what to make of the case. Ergot was 
cautiously used, but without any advantage that we could see. In 
the afternoon we carefully introduced the hand into the vagina, and 
with as much force as was prudent, endeavored to insinuate a finger 
into the uterus, but all in vain ; it would pass an inch into the neck, 
s ind there become arrested by what felt a firm ligamentous band. 
At night a full dose of Morphia was given, and all day of the 26th, 
“7th, 28th, and 29th, she remained quite free from pain. 
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At one o’clock, on the morning of the thirtieth, we were sum- 
moned to her again. The pains were severe, but the labor (as we 
thought it) remained in statu quo. At half past two A. M. we sent 
for our friend Dr. Hodges, and he remained with us until four. No 
more than ourselves could he satisfy himself upon the diagnosis, 
We could feel the os uteri wholly unchanged, and detected, as we 
supposed, adhesions or ciccatrices about the neck, presenting solid 
obstacles to the egress of the child. Resorting again to Morphia, 
both of us left her, and we alone saw her twice during the forenoon, 
during which time she frequently vomited. In the afternoon, Drs. 
Hedges and Bloodgood saw her with us. Both gentlemen regarded 
the case as a peculiar one, and hopeless as to recovery. It was de- 
cided to use Jawdanum enemata, and await events. We intimated the 
ultimate necessity of an operation, but neither gentleman seemed 
inclined to favor our opinion; indeed Dr. Bloodgood expressly de- 
clined being a party to any proposal for relief by the knife, he would 
rather she should die as she was. 

With Drs. H. and B. we saw her again on the morning of the 
first of May, at 8 o’clock. The enemata had quieted her, the 
stomach became settled, and she had obtained some sleep. There 
was now a little pain, and extreme tenderness in both iliac regions. She 
expresses some doubt as to the correctness of her reckoning, starting 
from the 20th August, 1851. A good deal of air and fluid is now 
manifest in the peritoneal sac, and the abdomen feels considerably 
softer. No motion has been perceived in the child for the last five doys, 
and we suspect its death. Some Jloody fluid has been discharged 
from the vagina, and some pus of a fetid odor. Keeping the pains 
down with Morphia, it is decided to wait some time longer for what 
may come to pass. 

Just in this state of almost hopeless misery, and obtaining sai 
ease from the Morphia, did this woman remain up to the 11th 
of June. We saw her daily, and as far as we could penetrate into 
the mystery of her case, reflecting upon it carefully, and resolving {ut 
ourselves only, we made up our mind fully, that by an operation alone 
could she be released from the burden of her now dead infant. 01 
this morning (the 11th) Dr. H. visited her again with us. ' With the 
speculum, the condition and appearance of the vagina and os uteri, 
was perceived to be ulcerated and considerably tumefied. A cathe- 
ter insinuated within the os, could not be pushed into the uterus with 
any degree of reasonable force, and more than this we would not 
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attempt to use. On the 14th we requested Drs. Lawry and Leggett 
tosee her. After a careful examination, and obtaining a history of 
the previous progress of the case, both gentlemen united with us in 
the opinion that the child was dead, and an operation demanded as 
soon as practicable. What should that operation be? The Czsarian 
section? ‘Truly this ultimatum of surgery occupied our thoughts, 
and we would gladly have resorted to it then. We now wish we 
had; but defore doing so, our associates deemed it best to pass a 
trochar ¢hrough what opposed our entranee into the uterine cavity, 
and it was so determined. On the 16th of June we fully communi- 
cated to our patient the decision adopted. She was informed of her 
truly deplorable situation, and the almost certainty of her death un- 
der any circumstances, besides the positive certainty in her present 
condition of dying soon. With calmness and fortitude she placed 
her life in our hands, as far as we could give or take it by operating, 
as we thought best. In the presence of Dr. Lawry and Mr. Roemer, 
we introduced the speculum at 4 o’c., P. M., and through it passed 
along and slightly curved trocar through the neck of the uterus into 
its cavity. No result followed of the slightest benefit. Chloroform 
was used at her request, and she was kept under its influence about 
a quarter of an hour. The parts were fully exposed, her position 
being before the window, the hips on the edge of the bed, the shoul- 
ders elevated, and the thighs widely separated. After the effects of 
the chloroform had subsided, and she discovered that we had noé re- 
moved the child, or’cu¢ into her side, she expressed much regret, for 
she thought that was to have been done, and her mind was fully 
settled upon it. In our judgment there was nothing now remaining 
but the forlorn hope of the Cesarian section. 

On the 17th of June, some of her friends desiring some medical 
gentleman from the city to see her, we gave, among others, the name 
of Professor Gillman, and he visited her on the afternoon of the 
same day. Examing her rather hastily, as we thought, and return- 
ing to our office, he gave the following diagnosis. ‘Chromic peri- 
tonitis has existed for a long time, and all the viscera are glued to- 
gether in consequence thereof. There is extra uterine fetation, the 
intestines filled with air, and the abdominal cavity contains fluid, air, 
and probably pus. The neck of the uterus is elongated, and the 
finger may be passed into it two inches, at which point there 
is obstruction, but a catheter may be forced through this, and into 
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the cavity of the membranes. She must die, nothing can be done 
for her, use anodynes.”? This opinion, relied upon by her friends, 
and so far coinciding with our own, that the operation could not, 
with propriety, be now thought of, arrested all further agitation 
on that point. The end of our patient’s existence was near at 
hand, and nothing remained for us to do, but to smooth the path 
that led to “the dark valley of the shadow of death.”” She was 
resigned and ready. 

On the 27th June we visited her at 9 A. M., and found her seated 
on a rocking chair, her eyes closed, insensible, and moving her low- 
er jaw, asin chewing. In that- position at half past ten she died ; 
her suffering and life had ended. 

The time had now come when light was to be thrown upon this 
curious case, and its mysteries solved. At no time had we a satis- 
fying conviction beyond the fact presented on the 30th April, that 
the infant could never come into the world per vias naturalis. We 
could not rely upon a large obstetric experience at all comparable 
with Professor Gillman’s. But we felt a strong desire to operate by 
an abdominal incision at that time, (30th April,) because the child 
was alive, and we believed it was the mother’s only chance for life. 
Had we been sustained in our opinion, the infant’s life would have 
beed secured, and the woman’s death a matter of doubt. Delays 
are dangerous. 

In the presence of several gentlemen and Dr. Legget, and assisted 
by Dr. Lowry, we proceeded to make a post mortem examination at 
half past four P. M. The body was very much emaciated, and the 
abdomen unusually large. The child was now easily felt, and its 
position designated. There being considerable fluid in the perito- 
neum, we drew it off through a canula before making any incisions. 
It was of dark brownish red color, very offensive, and in quantity 
about a gallon. The abdomen was laid open by an incision, com- 
mencing three inches ‘above the umbilicus, and in the median line, 
terminating one inch above the pubis. This exposed what was 
thought to be the uterus, its walls of extreme tenuity, sphacelated, 
and tearing easily with slight force. It adhered very closely to the 
inner surface of the peritoneum, and across its anterior and upper 
portion, several portions of intestines were visible, strongly amalga- 
mated with it by organized lymph. A further incision, correspond- 
ing with the external one, and through the supposed uterus, exposed 
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a full grown perfect male child of nine and a half pounds weight, and 
not at all decomposed. It lay upon its 1ight side, with the head in 
the hollow of the right ilium, the breech in the left. Lifting the 
child carefully, the umbilical cord was found to pass to the placenta, 
firmly adherent to the right side. That portion of the cord inserted 
into the placental mass was torn from it with ease, and with it came 
off a portion of membrane. The entire cavity in which the child 
had reposed was now visible, occupying the whole inferior half of 
the abdomen, and the basin of the pelvis. It was now manifest that 
the infant had not been in the uterus, but in a sac in the midst of the 
intestines ; in fact we had before us a case of ventral pregnancy, a state 
of things somewhat rare in the statistics of midwifery. All the vis- 
cera were ‘‘ glued together,’’ and the intestines did ‘‘ contain air and 
fluid,” but no pus. It was extra uterine foetation truly, but the diag- 
nosis of Prof. Gilman had not reached its character, the knife alone 
revealed its stonishing nature. Where then was the uterus? We 
found it in the pelvis in situ, its cavity empty, and in size not exceeding the 
natural unimpregnated organ. The neck was “elongated,” and per- 
vious, the operation of the sixteenth of June having made a passage 
through a firm adhesion, the result of previous inflammation. 

This case then proves that ventral pregnancy is possible in the 
female, the foetus forming within the peritoneal sac, among the ab- 
dominal viscera, and there reaching perfect maturity. Usually, in 
extra uterine foetation, the womb varies in size, generally it becomes 
two or three times larger than in the virgin state, and sometimes the 
decidua is formed within it, though most frequently it is wanting. 
Gestation does not in general advance to the full period ; but here we 
have an instance, and others are recorded by Baudelocque, Haller, 
Leroux, and Galli. 

How should cases of extra uterine pregnancy be treated? We 
really know so little about them, that we cannot go farther than re- 
commend anodynes and opium. After deliberate consideration of 
all the circumstances, gastrotomy, after the seventh month, is advo- 
cated by Capuron, Desormeaux, Gardien, Velpeau, and other 
French writers, and we should advise the same course, for one life 
may usually be saved. ‘But,’’ says Dr. Blundell—* considering 
the danger of the incisions, and the risk of a fatal bleeding inter- 
nally, when the placenta is taken away,—abdominal incision seems to 
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promise very little success; and, therefore, I should be averse to 
try it.” We believe there is no instance on record in which the 
operation has been performed. 

Flushing, L. I. January 4, 1852. 





Arr. III. — Dislocation of the Os Humeri, upon the Dorsum Scap- 
ule, reduced after the expiration of five weeks. By Paut. F. 
Eve, M. D., Prof. of Surgery in the Nashville University. 


Mrs. A. was thrown from a carriage while the horses were run- 
ning away with it, and in the fall was struck by a wheel upon the 
left shoulder. This occcurred just five weeks, lacking a day, before 
the dislocation (the result of this accident) was reduced. Owing to 
the great tumefaction which immediately ensued, the peculiar nature 
of the injury was not detected. When this had subsided, her phy- 
sicians recognized a dislocation, which was so unusual that she was 
advised to visit Nashville. Drs. Kelly and Porter examined the 
case with me on the 21st of November, and we confirmed the opin- 
ion already expressed by our professional brethren who had seen it, 
that there was a dislocation backward of the humerus at the left 
shoulder joint. This was further strengthened the next day by 
Drs. Jennings and D. W. Yandell concurring with us. 

The symptoms present were a loss of contour in the articulation 
affected, motion backward and upward of the left arm; flatness of 
the shoulder, great projection of the coracoid process, prominence 
of the acromion, hollow under it; a distinct tumor on the dorsum 
scapule behind, and a little below the glenoid cavity ; the spinus 
process of this bone was obscured ; the tumor on its dorsum was 
much nearer its posterior edge than was the head of the humerus 
on the sound side to the corresponding point of that side ; the lon- 
gitudinal axis of the os humeri was directed behind the glenoid cav- 
ity ; the left fore-arm was pronated. The inferior extremity of the 
dislocated limb was longer than the one on the other side. There 
was no tumor in the axilla, and the elbow of the affected side could 
be made to approach the chest. 

The patient did not now suffer much, but could only use the fore- 


arm to a limited extent, and the function of the arm was nearly 
lost. 
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The peculiar symptoms in the case were the altered direction of 
the long axis of the arm, the impossibility to carry the elbow back- 
wards, the projection of the coracoid process, and the head of the 
os humeri on the dorsum scapule. 

Kindly assisted by the gentlemen above mentioned, while one 
maintained counter-extension by means of a folded sheetin the axilla, 
(the patient being seated in a chair) two others extended the limb 
horizontally outwards and forwards, with directions to carry it sud- 
denly backwards, the head of the os humeri was pressed towards 
the glenoid cavity, when the reduction was easily effected, without 
resorting to Chloroform or the pullies. Upon the second trial, pro- 
bably in three minutes, the bone slipped into its socket with distinct 
recognition to all present. In a week the patient returned home, a 
distance of about thirty miles. 

That the backward dislocation at the shoulder joint is a very rare 
one, a mere glance into the records of surgery will satisfactorily 
prove. Its bibliography does not extend beyond the present century. 

Cases no doubt have occurred earlier than this period, but nearly 
all available in the profession have been derived from modern Sur- 
geons, 

In Prof. Pirrie’s Principles and practice of Surgery, 1852, on dis- 
locations backwards at the shoulder-joint, he says that ‘‘ of the head 
of the humerus on the dorsum of the scapule is so rare an accident 
that Desault had never seen an instance of it; Baron Boyer met 
with it once in the living body; only two cases occurred at Guy’s 
Hospital in thirty-eight years; in the same number of years Sir 
Astley Cooper met with two cases, and not more than four cases 
occurred during his whole professional career ; and Mr. Lawrence, 
in his lectures delivered at St. Bartholowew’s Hospital, in 1830, states 
that at that time he had never seen the humerus dislocated back- 
wards. After alluding to three or four other cases, and two exam- 
ples he had met with, he concludes the paragraph by stating that 
there are on record a few others. 

Mr. Bransby Cooper, in his lectures on the Principles and Practice 
of Surgery, published last year, writes that Boyer, speaking of this 
accident, says, “‘there is no well attested instance of dislocation of 
the humerus outwards and backwards.”’ He states, however, that 
he himself had seen several cases, alluding clearly to some of his 
uncle’s, Astley ; and reminding an American of a similar connect- 
ing of E. Home tothe celebrated John Hunter. But he, too, refer- 
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ring to his illustrious relative, remarks, that it was singular that two 
instances of so rare an accident should occur so closely together in 
the practice of one individual. In Sir Astley Cooper’s great work 
on dislocations, we find these very cases detailed. In the other 
Cooper’s writings, (Samuel) he states distinctly a few cases have 
been recorded. Ferguson has seen one instance; Liston,* Miller 
and Skey mention none. 

During the visit of my colleague, Dr. Buchanan, last year, to St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, the first case of dislocation of the head of 
the humerus on the dorsum of the scapule was brought into that 
institution. Mr. Stanley said it. was the first of the kind he had ever 
seen, and he had been connected with it thirty years. Mr. Lawrence 
stated that he had met with but one other case in fifty years’ 
practice. 

In our own country, Dr. Physick, if we recollect right, met with 
two such dislocations. One was produced by the patient falling into 
a hatchway and striking the arm near the shoulder-joint upon its 
edge as the body descended into it. In this instance, the blow or 
force causing the luxation was applied directly opposite to that 
which resulted in a similar case here recorded. In my example, 
the wheel struck the scapule posteriorly, carrying it suddenly and 
forcibly forward, while the arm, fore-arm and hand having no such 
movement communicated to them, by their dead weight, overcame 
the slight comparative resistance of the atmosphere, ruptured the 
scapulo-humeral articulation, and were thrown backwards. 

In 1831, Dr. George Snyder, of Jackson, Tenn., communicated a 
case of backward dislocation at the shoulder-joint, to Prof. Gibson, 
of Philadelphia, in which not succeeding in effecting its reduction as 
zecommended by Sir Astley Cooper, he afterwards replaced it by 
the ordinary means applied to luxation of the os humeri in the 
axilla. Dr.S. has made the very sensible remark, that producing a 
secondary, or consecutive displacement of the humerus downwards, 
which some authors recommend, cannot facilitate the reduction. 
To be reduced from its second position, it must necessarily increase 
the rupture in the ligaments or soft parts, or describe a curve to 
enter again the glenoid cavity. 

The case now recorded we believe is the first of the kind occur- 
ring in, or about Nashville—WV. Y. Med. Gazette. 





*See Elements. 
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Arr. IV.— Yeast in Diabeies. 


Dr. Woop stated that he had a case of diabetes now under treat- 
ment in the Pennsylvania Hospital, which, in the results thus far 
obtained, was not without interest in a therapeutic point of view. 
He would first present a brief sketch of the case, drawn up by his 
young friend, Dr. R. A. F. Penrose, one of the resident physicians 
of the hospital, and would then offer a few remarks. 


‘Mary Ann Cain, born in Ireland, a domestic, aged thirty, was 
admitted into the hospital, November 16, 1852, for palpitation of 
the heart. Upon examination, the heart was found acting with 
unusual energy and quickness; but the sounds were normal. Her 
general condition was one of extreme emaciation, her weight eighty- 
three pounds, the pulse frequent but not strong, the tongue red and 
smooth. She stated that she suffered much from constant thirst, 
and had a perpetual desire to eat. Attention was directed to the 
urine ; and it was found that she was passing from 18 to 20 pints 
daily, of a specific gravity varying from 1036 to 1040. On the 
addition of yeast, it fermented briskly. Boiled, after the addition 
of solution of sulphate of copper and solution of caustic potassa, it 
yielded a reddish-brown precipitate ; boiled with solution of potassa 
alone, it acquired a dark-brown or bistre tint. The case was clearly 
one of saccharine diabetes. 

“Two days after admission, she was placed upon an animal diet, 
with non-farinaceous vegetables, and one small biscuit three times 
aday. Cod-liver oil was also directed, and a deaspoonful of yeast, 
three times daily, immediately before meals. 

“29d. The quantity of urine now passed in 24 hours was 10 
pints, and the specific gravity 1022. The thirst and appetite were 
much diminished. The same treatment continued. 

“27th, The patient complained of total loss of appetite, and 
could not take her cod-liver oil. The tongue was extremely red and 
inclined to dryness, and there was pain on pressure in the epigastrium. 
The quantity and sp. gr. of the urine were as at the last date. The 
cod-liver oil and animal diet were suspended, and she was placed 
upon farinaceous drinks with milk. A pill, composed of one grain 
of the blue mass and a quarter of a grain of opium, was directed 
four times a day, and the yeast was continued. 

“30th. The patient felt much better, her tongue was moister 
and less red, and the gastric symptoms were much ameliorated. 

27 
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Not finding milk to agree with her, she had lived chiefly on oatmeal 
gruel, with a soft-boiled egg occasionally. The quantity of urine 
had now been reduced to 7 pints in 24 hours, and its specific gravity 
to 1020. 

‘* 31st. The patient continues as yesterday, the urine having 
amounted, in the last period of twenty-four hours, to only six pints; 
the specific gravity not examined.” 


Much light, Dr. Wood observed, had recently been thrown upon 
the pathology of diabetes. The disease is now admitted to be char- 
acterized by sugar in the blood, the kidneys being only secondarily 
affected. The experiments of McGregor proved that sugar exists 
in great excess in the stomach of diabetic patients after eating, and 
it may readily be supposed to pass thence into the circulation. 
Bernard has shown that the liver, in its normal action, produces 
sugar out of the portal blood, and that this sugar passes through 
the vena cava, right side of the heart, and pulmonary arteries into 
the lungs, where, in the healthy state, it is wholly consumed. Ex- 
cess in the sugar-producing action of the liver, or deficiency in the 
sugar-consuming action of the lungs, may be followed by the en- 
trance of saccharine matter into the general circulation, and thus 
give rise to diabetes. The same physiologist proved that, by imi- 
tating a certain point of the medulla oblongata, the liver was made 
to generate a great excess of sugar, which, escaping decomposition 
in the lungs, entered the arterial circulation, and passed out with 
the urine. 

We thus perceive that there may be various sources of the sac- 
charine impregnation of the blood. Jn the first place, it may arise 
from some defect in the gastric digestion, in consequence of which 
farinaceous and other nutritive substances are converted into glucose 
or grape-sugar, which remains unchanged; or, secondly, from hy- 
pertrophy or other disease of the liver causing an over-activity in 
its sugar-producing function ; or, thirdly, from disease of the lungs 
impairing their power of consuming the sugar; or, fourthly, from 
irritation of the nervous centre in the medulla oblongata which ap- 
pears to control the action of the liver in relation to this product; 
or, lastly, from two or more of these sources combined. 

Now, in the case before us, no organic affection of the liver or of 
the lungs could be detected, and there was no reason to suspect the 
medulla oblongata; but the smooth reddened state of the tongue, 
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and the epigastric tenderness seemed to point specially to the stomach 
as the seat of the disease. 

In the number of the Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Medical 
Science for October last, it is stated that Dr. Gray, of Glasgow, had 
been induced to make trial of rennet in a case of diabetes, in the 
hope that, as this body converts sugar out of the body into lactic 
acid, it might be found to produce a similar change within the sto- 
mach ; and the lactic acid thus generated might be eliminated from 
the system, or rather decomposed by the respiratory process. In the 
case referred to, the urine was copious, of the specific gravity 1045, 
and strongly saccharine. A teaspoonful of rennet was given three 
times a day. In eight days, the specific gravity of the urine was 
reduced to 1025, with but a trace of sugar ; in twenty-five days, the 
quantity was four pints, and the density 1022.5, and no sugar could 
be detected. At the end of six weeks, the urine remained free 
from sugar, and the patient had so far improved in health and 
strength as to return to his work. 

It occurred to me, observed Dr. Wood, from the results of this 
case, that yeast might prove equally beneficial, by causing a decom- 
position of the sugar in the stomach such as it is well known to oc- 
casion out of the body, resulting in the production of acetic acid. 
Being under the impression that, in the case now reported to the 
College, the primary disease probably resided in the stomach, and 
that the diabetic sugar was generated there, I determined to try the 
effects of this remedy. The patient had been two days in the house 
before she was placed under treatment, and during this period no 
change had taken place in the quantity or character of the urine. 
It will have been noticed that quickly after the eommencement of 
treatment, a very great change took place in both these respects ; 
the quantity of urine being reduced, in the course of four days, 
from twenty pints to ten daily, and the speeific gravity from 1036 or 
1040 to 1022. But the almost exclusive use of animal food may 
be supposed to have contributed to this result. In consequence, 
however, of the gastric inflammation, it was necessary to suspend 
this diet, and to allow the patient to use farinaceous food, the yeast 
being continued. So far from any increase of urine in consequence 
of this change of diet, its quantity was still further reduced, so that, 
upon the last day upon which it was examined, it did not exceed six 
pints, while the specific gravity was as low as 1020, the quantity 





304 Foreign Intelligence. [March, 


having been reduced from twenty pints to about double that of 
health, and the density from 1040 to that of normal urine. There 
can be no doubt whatever that the sugar has been very greatly di- 
minished ; and there is no cause apparent to which the result can 
be ascribed except the use of yeast. 

What may be the further progress of the case cannot, of course, 
be foreseen. Even should we succeed in preventing altogether the 
elimination of sugar with the urine, it does not follow that the case 
will end in recovery. The remedy is addressed only to one of the 
effects ; a very important effect, it must be admitted, and itself ea- 
pable of producing great mischief, but still by no means the whole 
disease. Nevertheless, if, by the steady use of a remedy so little 
disagreeable as yeast, we can prevent the abnormal production of 
sugar, and the exhausting effects on the system of the excessive se- 
cretion of urine occasioned by it, we shall have gained one great 
point. We shall at least gain time for accurately investigating the 
source of the evil, and applying such remedies as may offer a rea- 
sonable hope of permanent benefit. 

Dr. Wood observed, finally, that he should probably take occa- 
sion, at a future meeting of the College, to report the further pro- 
gress of the case ; and should have been in less haste at present, 
had he not thought that the remedial measure had some claims to 
notice, and been desirous that it should, as quickly as possible, re- 
ceive an ample trial, so that its merits might be conclusively tested. 
—Trans. College of Physicians, Philadelphia. 


PART THIRD. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


SURGERY. 


Art. I—A curious Case, in which a Foreign Body was removed 


Jrom the Rectum by Incision through the Abdominal Parietes. By 
M. Reaut. 


In December, 1848, a peasant was admitted into the hospital at 
Orvieto, in the last degree of feebleness and prostration. Under the 
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idea that he would save the trouble and expense of eating, he had 
plugged up his rectum with a piece of wood. This was nine days 
previously. Many attempts had been made in the interval to relieve 
him from this awkward predicament, but without success. 

After his admission, M. Reali, reiterated these attempts, but their 
only effect was to force the foreign body further from the outlet, and 
to increase the impaction. Already this body had passed beyond 
the reach of the finger. Under these circumstances, it was deter- 
mined to expose the descending colon by cutting through the abdo- 
minal parietes. Having done this, attempts were made to force the 
piece of wood from the termination of the colon, at which it was 
distinctly felt, into the rectum, and so downwards, and again with- 
out success. An incision was therefore made into the bowel, and 
the foreign body—the dimensions of which were 16 centimetres by 


3, and the form a bluntish cone—was extracted through the 
opening. 


The edges of the wound in the intestine and parietes were united 
by suture, and cold applications placed over the usual dressings. 


During the first few days there was much flatulent distension of 
the abdomen, with considerable sickness and vomiting, for which 
symptoms three bleedings, three applications of leeches, and some 
doses of croton oil were thought necessary. The bowels acted on 
the 5th day. The wounds had healed on the 14th, when the pa- 
tient was well, though for the sake of prudence he was kept two 
months in the hospital. And now, two years and nine months af- 
terwards, he continues well, eating and drinking all before him, and 
no longer disposed to distress himself on the ground of his appetite. 


Arr. Il. — Aneurism after Venesection cured by flexion of the Limb. 


M. A. Thierry has lately published, in the Revue Clinique, a case 
of false aneurism at the bend of the elbow, occurring after bleeding 
from the arm, which he successfully treated in the following manner: 
The arm was forcibly flexed, the limb carried over the head, and 
the hand fixed on the opposite cheek. The patient remained in this 
painful position for five days, after which time it was changed to that. 
which M. Velpeau generally adopts for fracture of the clavicle — 
viz., the arm fixed across the chest, and the opposite shoulder. A 
fortnight after the beginning of this treatment, the tumor was re- 
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duced to the size of a nut; the arm was then kept in the same po- 
sition for another fortnight, after which no sign of any pulsating 
tumor remained. M. Nelaton, who saw the patient, considered the 
case a very remarkable one, as the aneurism has disappeared, and 
the vessel remains permeable at the seat of the wound. M. Thier- 
ry very justly says, that one case is not sufficient to prove the effi- 
cacy of any method of treatment, but that the results here obtained 
are well worthy of attention ; he thinks that further trials will per- 
haps lead surgeons to treat aneurisms of the limbs by forced flexion, 
femoral aneurism by flexion of the thigh upon the pelvis, and po- 
pliteal aneurism by flexing that leg upon the thigh. If we mistake 
not, M. Thierry’s method is founded upon the principle of pressure, 
and carried out with a great deal of pain and inconvenience to the 
patient. If the flow of arterial blood through the sac can be grad- 
uated, moderated, and rendered very slow by simple and pain- 
less means, as is proved by experience, it is cruel to torture 
patients by placing them for a whole month in the position given by 
the immortal statuary to Laocoon. — Lancet. 





Arr. III.— On the Radical Cure of Reducible Hernia by Injection. By 
Dr. Jonny Watson, Surgeon to the New York Hospital. 


[The following case is similar to one recorded in p. 120 of our 
13th number, and to others scattered or collected elsewhere, but it 
is still rare enough to deserve quotation :] 

«Joseph A. Seavell, of Ohio, seaman, aged 31, was admitted into 
the New York Hospital, Nov. 24th, 1851, with a large inguinal her- 
nia, occupying the left side of the scrotum, which had been then 
protruding for several hours, and had resisted several well-directed 
efforts for reduction. The patient, for the last four years, had been 
occasionally troubled by the protrusion, but had never before been 
baffled in his efforts to reduce it ; and by the use of a truss he had 
been able to follow his regular occupation. With some little trouble 
the tumor was reduced by taxis, soon after his admission, and on the 
29th of November, having explained my object to the patient and 
obtained his consent, I attempted to effect a radical cure of the 
hernia. 

«¢ While the patient was lying on his back, with his scrotum and 
left spermatic cord drawn slightly towards the right side, and with 
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the integuments over the left external abdominal ring slightly on 
the stretch, I introduced the point of a delicate bistoury through the 
integuments, directly down to the crest of the os pubis, the point of 
the instrument touching without dividing the lower termination of 
Poupart’s ligament, and made to work freely in the loose tissue im- 
mediately in front of the ring, but without wounding the spermatic 
cord. Having made the puncture and withdrawn the bistoury, the 
nozzle of a small syringe, charged with tincture of cantharides, 
was introduced through the wound, and about one drachm of 
this. fluid injected into the bottom of the cut, and the hand of the 
assistant, in the meanwhile resting firmly over the inguinal canal 
to prevent any portion of the injected fluid from entering this, or 
passing through the sac into the abdomen. 

“The whole procedure was the work of a few seconds, and gave 
the patient little or no uneasiness. I next applied a compress and 
spica bandage, to keep the parietes of the inguinal canal in close 
apposition, and administered an anodyne, keeping the patient on his 
back, with directions to apply an evaporating lotion, should severe 
inflammatory symptoms supervene. 

“In a few minutes after the operation, he began to speak of the 
pain from the injection. The sore became more troublesome, and 
extended for several inches in every direction, but was severest along 
the ascending tract of the spermatic cord. He slept but little during 
the following night, but next morning the pain had subsided, a slight 
soreness only remaining in the part. The patient was at the same 
time suffering from chancres. I made the treatment of these the 
pretext for keeping him on his back, with the compress and bandage 
applied as above, for several days. He spoke of no uneasiness from 
the operation after the second day. On the 12th of December, he 
was walking about without his truss, and with no apparent tendency 
toa recurrence of the hernial protrusion. On the following day, 
being desirous to join his vessel, which was about to sail for South 
America, he requested his discharge, promising to write to me, and 
report the further progress of the case, should the swelling re-appear, 
and if possible, to report in person, at the close of his voyage. But 
as yet, Ihave not heard of him.””—. Y. Jour. of Med. 
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Art. IV.—New Mode of treating Strangulaied Hernia. By Dn. 
Tuomas A. Wisz, B. E. I. C.’s Service. 


(Hdinburgh Monthly Journal of Medical Science, May.) 


[ Dr. Wise writes as follows, to Professor Symes :] 


“« The following are the particulars I promised to send you, regard- 
ing a new method of reducing strangulated hernia. While I had 
charge of a hospital in India, an elderly man was brought to it with 
a strangulated inguinal hernia. After in vain employing the usual 
modes of reduction, I was preparing to liberate the gut with the 
knife, when a Mussulman gentleman suggested that the follow- 
ing method should be first tried, as he had seen it successful. As 
it appeared most simple and effective, I at once proceeded to try 
it. The patient was placed upon a table, and a long sheet, folded 
several times on itself, was carried round the lower part of the abdo- 
men of the patient, was twisted on itself in front, and again on the 
sides, so as to enable an assistant, standing on each side of the pa- 
tient, to hold the extremities of the sheet, and to pull them gently 
upwards, or towards the patient’s head, while a third assistant held 
the feet steady, and the surgeon used the taxis. 

‘* As the gut immediately above the strangulated portion was su- 
perficial and distended with air and liquid, it was drawn upwards 
with considerable force from. the hernial sac, which was assisted by 
the surgeon using the taxis ; when the strangulated portion was im- 
mediately reduced. 

“‘This simple method may, in a very large portion of cases, be 
employed with perfect safety and at an early period, before the in- 
flammation and thickening have complicated and increased so much 


the danger of the operation, which is thus rendered unnecessary.’”— 
Ranking. 
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PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 


Art. V.— Chloroform in Convulsive Affections:—1. In Infan- 
tile Convulsions, and Other Spasmodic Diseases. By Professor 


Smpson, of Edinburgh. 2. In Delirium Tremens. By Mr. 
Butcher, of Dublin. 


(1. Monthly Journal of Medical Science. 2. Dublin Medical Press.) 


[These papers are interesting, from the light they throw upon the 
modus operandi of the remedy, as well as for the evidence they afford 
of its therapeutical value. In Dr. Simpson’s case, depressing meas- 
ures are tried without success —-then chloroform is tried successful- 
ly, and, ergo, a presumption that the remedy has acted, not by de- 
pressing the vital powers, but by rousing them. In Mr. Butcher’s 
case, likewise, we arrive at the same conclusion, from the fact, that 
the treatment of Delirium tremens, to be successful, must be stimu- 
lant. There is nothing in the composition or affinities of chlo- 
roform to prevent this supposition, when the remedy is given iz mod- 
eration. | 


1. Dr. Simpson’s case, and the remarks to which this case gives 
tise, are to be found in the “ Monthly Journal of Medical Science.” 
He proceeds thus : 


Case. —The Viscountess , was confined on the 7th of Octo- 
ber. On the 17th of the same month, the child was observed by 
the nurse to have two or three times during the day, twitchings in 
the muscles of the face. On the two following days these increased 
in frequency and extent; on the 20th, the convulsions became far 
more violent in their character, were more prolonged in their dura- 
tion, and were repeated with much greater frequency. They con- 
tinued with little change, and no abatement in their intensity and 
frequency, for the next fourteen days. Sometimes they affected the 
right side of the body much more severely than the left. In the 
mean time Dr. Scott and I tried a great variety of means for their 
relief, but all in vain. The bowels were well acted upon with mer- 
curials, magnesia, &c.; and every separate function attempted to be 
brought as near as possible to the standard of health. A new wet 
nurse was procured, lest the milk might, perchance, have been pro- 
ving, as it some times does, the source of irritation. The child was 
placed in a larger and better ventilated room. Ice and iced water 
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were occasionally applied to the scalp. At one time, when the fits 
became unusually prolonged, and were not only accompanied, but 
followed for a time by much congestion in the vessels of the scalp 
and face, and an elevated state of the anterior fontanelle, two leech- 
es were applied. Liniments of different kinds were used along the 
spine. Musk, with alkalies, was given perseveringly for several days 
as an antispasmodic ; and small doses of opium, turpentine enemata, 
&c., were exhibited with the same view. All these, and other 
means however, proved entirely futile. 

As I have already stated, it was on the 20th of October that the 
fits first assumed a severe character, and they continued without any 
amelioration for about fourteen days from that period, recurring 
sometimes as frequently as ten or twelve times in an hour. At last 
the child, who had hitherto maintained wonderfully his strength and 
power of suction, began to show symptoms of debility and sinking; 
and during the fifteenth and sixteenth days of the attack, the fits 
became still more violent and distressing in their character. They 
were now accompanied with moans and screams that were very pain- 
ful to listen to ; symptoms of laryngismus and dyspnoea supervened 
towards the termination of each fit ; and in the intervals the respira- 
tion as well as the pulse, continued much quickened. 

During these last two days of the disease, the exhaustion became 
so great, the dyspneea, in the intervals, so distressing, and the fits 
so very violent and constant, (seventeen were counted in one hour) 
that Dr. Scott and I gave up all hopes of the possible survival of 
the infant. We had exhausted all the usual means of relief. Ulti- 
mately, but much more with the view of abating the screaming, 
laryngismus, and other distressing symptoms under which the little 
patient was suffering, than with any great hope of permanent relief 
and cure, I placed the child, on the forenoon of the fifth of Novem- 
ber, for about an hour, under the influence of the inhalation of 
chloroform. During this hour there was no recurrence of the fits, 
but in a short time after the withdrawal of the action of the anzs- 
thetic, the convulsions recommenced with their old violence and fre- 
quency. The benefit, however, was sufficient to encourage a lon- 
ger repetition of the remedy; and from four to eight o’clock in the 
afternoon of the same day, my assistant, Mr. Drummond, placed 
and kept the child again under the influence of chloroform, a few 
inhalations, from time to time, of a very small quantity of the drug, 
sprinkled upon a handkerchief, and held before the face of the in- 
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fant, being sufficient for this purpose. It was specially applied at 
any threatening of the recurrence of a fit, and during the four hours 
in question, all convulsions were in this way repressed. When the 
child was allowed to waken up at eight o’clock, it took the breast 
greedily, and continued well for upwards of an hour, when the con- 
vulsions again began to recur. At last, about twelve, P. M., it was 
again placed under the inhalation of chloroform, and kept more or 
less perfectly under its action, for upwards of twenty-four continu- 
ous hours, with the exception of being allowed to awaken eight or 
ten times, during that pericd, for the purpose of suction and nour- 
ishment. During most of this period it was carefully watched by 
Mr. Drummond, and at last the nurse was intrusted with the duty of 
adding the few drops of chloroform to the handkerchief, and exhib- 
iting them at any time the child was offering to awaken or become 
restless. 

After this long continuation of the chloroform, the child, on be- 
ing allowed to waken up, as usual drank greedily at the nipple, and 
immediately fell back into a quiet and apparently natural sleep. 
The chloroform, and all other formal medication was, in conse- 
quence, discontinued; and from this time there was subsequently no 
recurrence whatever of the convulsions. In about ten days the 
infant was removed with the family to the country. I have within 
the last two days (Dec. 18) seen the child asit was passing through 
Edinburgh. It was strong, plump, and well grown for a child ten 
weeks, and was, in fact, revelling in the best of health. 

“In exhibiting the chloroform to this infant, ten ounces of the 
drug were expended ; but of course a very large proportion of this 
quantity was lost by evaporation, in consequence of the mode in 
which it was employed. 

“T have known the inhalation of chloroform similarly useful in 
other cases in arresting infantile convulsions ; but I am not acquainted 
with any instance in which the patient was so young as in the 
above instance. In the adult, also, especially in cases of puerperal 
convulsions, I have now repeatedly seen the inhalation of chloroform 
as signal and satisfactory in its antispasmodic power over the con- 
vulsive fits, as it was in the little patient whose case I have just de- 
described. Tetanus and epilepsy have been temporarily arrested 
and controled by it; and, perhaps, it will yet be found one of our 
most certain and beneficial therapeutic means in the functional forms 
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of those different convulsive or spasmodic diseases that are produced, 
either by an undue excitability of the true spinal system, or by dis- 
tant morbid irritations acting through this, the excito-motary system. 
Such reflex convulsive or spasmodic convulsions are, as is well 
known, particularly common in infancy and childhood. I have seen 
its use arrest laryngismus, colic, hiccup, &c.; and cases have been 
detailed to me of its occasional successful use in asthma, spasmodic 
urethral stricture, &c. But there is one common and too fatal spas- 
modic disease, almost confined to the period of childhood, in which 
I have seen anesthetic inhalations successful in arresting and con- 
troling the paroxysms, and where probably a more extended and 
persevering use in the employment of them would be found to be 
attended with beneficial effects. I allude to hooping-cough. | 
have known chloroform inhalations greatly to abate the irritability of 
the cough attendant upon phthisis, &c. But with others I have 
scrupled to use chloroform inhalations in hooping-cough, under the 
fear that they might possibly increase the great predisposition, which 
exists in this affection, to pneumonic inflammation, or aggravate that 
inflammation if it were already present. This, a priori reason, hov- 
ever, against the use of chloroform inhalations as an antispasmodic 
in hooping-cough, has of late been set aside by the observation and 
experience of different German physicians. In a paper, containing 
some remarks relative to the medical uses of chloroform, published 
in the ‘ Monthly Journal’ for December, 1847, in addition to its em- 
ployment as an antispasmodic, anodyne, &c., I suggested the possi- 
bility of the drug acting as a contra-stimulant in some inflammatory 
diseases, and particularly those of a painful kind. Latterly, we 
have had records published of its employment in upwards of 200 
eases of pneumonia in German practice. Out of 193 cases of pneu- 
monia treated with chloroform inhalations by Wachern, Baumgartner, 
Helbing and Schmidt, 9 patients died, or the mortality amounted to 
44 per cent. Dr. Varrentrapp has given chloroform in 23 cases of 
pneumonia in the Frankfort Hospital. One of these 23. patients 
died. The detailed results in the other 22 cases seems to have been 
sufficiently satisfactory. At all events, the effects of the chloroform 
inhalations upon the cough, expectoration, &c., and upon the gen- 
eral course of the disease, would appear to show that we need have 
no fears of deleterious effects from it, as far as regarded the chance 
or existence of pulmonary inflammation ; whatever advantages We 
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may derive from it in relation to its prevention of that inflammatory 
state by allaying the cough, keeping the lungs in a relative state of 
quietude, and abating or restraining the succession of characteristic 
spasmodic attacks. I speak, of course, of the more severe cases of 
pertussis ; for the milder forms of it require care merely, rather 
than actual treatment.”’ 

[2. Mr. Butcher’s case is in the “ Dublin Medical Press.” It is 
follows : | 

“The following very aggravated case of delirium tremens was ad- 
mitted into Mercer’s Hospital, under my care, and treated most 
successfully by the internal administration of large doses of chloro- 
form. I am not aware of the remedy having been used in England, 
and I thought I was the first who had tried it in this country; but 
from a recent conversation with Dr. Neligan, it appears he employed 
itsome months ago also in a case of delirium tremens, to subdue 
extreme maniacal excitement which was present. The practice, 
however, comes recommended from America, (‘ American Journal 
of Medical Sciences,’ January, 1822,) and so far as a single case 
can speak, mine confirms the favorable report given of it, and still 
further goes widely to proclaim the powerful agency of the medicine 
over this inexplicable derangement of the nervous system. 

“William Magrath, aged 26, a powerful young man, by trade a 
wine-porter, was admitted into Mercer’s Hospital, June 35th, 1852. 
During the last four years he had been in the habit of consuming 
large quantities of ‘spirits of various kinds—wine, whiskey, porter, 
&e., seldom to that extent as to produce stupid intoxication, but 
constantly keeping up for days together a state of the greatest ner- 
vous excitement. A day scarcely ever elapsed without a large 
quantity of stimulus being taken. About a fortnight before his ad- 
mission, he commenced to drink more freely than before, and as I 
am informed by his wife, came home drunk every night for a week. 
He then, through the interposition of friends, was arrested in his 
career, and promised to abstain from ardent spirits altogether. His 
stomach became very irritable; nothing in the way of food would 
rest upon it. He was depressed, and sunk into a state of tem- 
poray inaction or collapse. This condition did not last more than 
forty-eight hours, when violent reaction of the nervous and vascu- 
lar system was fully established. Medical assistance was sought, 
but no medicine would stay upon the stomach, so that the symptoms 
gained ground. When such was found to be the case, the patient’s 
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friends had him removed to the hospital. When admitted, four days 
had elapsed from the time of his giving up the stimulus, and he had 
no sleep during that period. A train of symptoms consonant with 
the highest nervous irritation was present. His countenance was 
particularly anxious, with a wild expression; the pathognomonic 
symptom, tremor of the hands and tongue, fully established. His 
speech was hurried and uneven ; he was quite irrational and wild, 
constantly looking around, apprehensive of some imaginary danger; 
pulse 120 ; surface of the body hot and burning, while his face was 
covered with perspiration, and his hair drenched in sweat. He was 
put into bed, but would not remain quiet, got up, and kept con- 
stantly walking up and down the ward and corridor. He was or- 
dered two grains of calomel and a grain of opium in pill, to be taken 
every third hour. He had taken three, but each was vomited almost 
immediately after being swallowed. I then tried morphia in combi- 
nation with creosote and camphor; a grain of morphia, two drops 
of creosote, and an ounce of camphor mixture, given every third 
hour.. The draughts were likewise rejected. If the patient only took 
a sup of cold water to moisten his parched mouth and lips, it was 
instantly rejected. 

‘* On the following morning, the 26th, his condition was a great 
deal worse. He never stopped quiet for a moment, from the time 
of his admission, at 10 o’clock on the previous morning, up to this 
time, a period of twenty-four hours. He was walking about all night, 
with a keeper in attendance. His countenance was more mild: the 
eyes starting from his head: he was more delirious and more haunted 
with illusory apprehensions of a frightful nature; the tremor of the 
tongue was greatly increased, and now the lower extremities partici- 
pated in it more violently than the upper. 

«The case at this period was a very seriousone. From the irrita- 
bility of the stomach, opium in any form could not be got to rest upon 
it. As for the idea of administering repeated small opiate enemats 
in this powerful, restless, and uncontrollable young man, the practi- 
cability of it could not be entertained for a moment, though sane- 
tioned by the high authority of Dupuytren. It may be said the ob- 
ject would be attained by force, but that I could not sanction. All 
through, it may be observed, I permitted the man to walk aboutthe 
ward at will, closely watched. I have the greatest possible aversion 
to restraint in this disease. (I separate altogether from the present 
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question the treatment of traumatic delirium after fractures:) I 
have seen a man in delirium tremens, from being held down and 
overpowered, thrown into epileptic convulsions, and I have seen 
a man die from ineffectual efforts to shake off and liberate him- 
self from the strait-waistcoat. From the satisfactory issue of the 
two cases reported in the periodical already referred to, I deter- 
mined on a like practice,—the internal administration of chloroform. 

“ At 10 o’clock this morning, (26th,) I administered one drachm 
of pure chloroform in two ounces and a half of water. In an hour 
after swallowing it, the patient became comparatively tranquil, and 
could be persuaded to lie in bed. When in the recumbent posture 
the spastic short contractions of the muscles of the lower extremities, 
as well as those of the upper, were as marked as in the erect posi- 
tion. 

“11 o’clock.—He began to got drowsy, and slept for periods of 
ten and twelve minutes at atime. At a quarter before one o’clock, 
he became fully affected by the medicine, and fell into a quiet stea- 
dy sleep ; and on visiting him at 2 and 4 p. m., he was still in pro- 
found sleep, and continued so until 7 in the evening. During this 
long sleep of six hours, he was calm and quiet, his pulse fell from 
120, which it was in the morning, to 96, at which it remained ; his 
respirations were between 16 and 20 in the minute, and not louder 
than natural ; the temperature of the body was exalted. All along 
heat was maintained to the feet, and a pure current of air circulating 
around him, the windows being kept open. On his awakening, he 
was nearly or quite sensible, and I took advantage of this pause to 
administer a full stimulant cathartic, consisting of six grains of cal- 
omel and ten of camphor, not only with the intention of freeing the 
bowels of accumulated matter, but likewise to guard against conges- 
tion of the brain. Orders were left, in case he should not sleep be- 
fore ten, to administer half a drachm of chloroform in two ounces of 
camphor mixture. 


“27th, 10 a. m.—The patient went to sleep almost immediately 
after swallowing the bolus on last evening, so that he did not require 
the chloroform draught. His bowels were opened three times very 
freely during the night, and his condition is in every way greatly 
improved. He is quite rational, and answers every question sensi- 
bly ; his pulse 96, considerable volume : skin cool; after being in- 
terrogated, he quietly turned on his side and went to sleep. 
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“3 p. m.—His bowels have been several times opened since morm- 
ing, yet his pulse has risen to 110; the temperature of the body is 
also increased ; he is hot and burning ; altogether he is excited, and 
fear of horrible objects around him has returned. On the presence 
of those symptoms, I at once repeated the full chloroform draught. 
Shortly after, he took a large drink of tea, which was inadvertently 
left beside his bed, which produced vomiting immediately ; however 
I was satisfied to let him remain without any further medicine until 
evening. 

“9 p, M.—Since my last visit the patient has slept, at short inter- 
vals, for one and two hours at a time ; pulse still up to 110. Order- 
ed the chloroform draught, one drachm to two ounces and a half of 
camphor mixture, to be repeated. 

« 28th.—After the patient had taken the draught last night, he fell 
into quiet sleep. which continued uninterrupted until eight o’clock 
this morning. He awoke quite collected and rational; his pulse 90; 
skin cool ; his tongue and extremities quite free from tremor, and he 
feels in every respect well ; his appetite is returned, and all food is re- 
tained on the stomach. Ordered a grain of morphia, in an ounce of 
mixture, to be given at night. 

‘««29th.—This morning the patient is quite restored ; he is sitting 
up eating his breakfast heartily in bed ; in short, he is quite conva- 
lescent, and only requires a little nourishment to remove the debility 
consequent upon a severe struggle. 

«In reference to the administration of chloroform in the foregoing 
case, there is one point which solicits our closest attention—namely, 
the remarkable lowering of the pulse, when the perfect effect of the 
medicine was produced ; the pulse, in fact, might form the index to 
direct the practitioner as to the propriety of a repetition of the dose: 
Again, as a precautionary measure, I consider it desirable to keep 
heat to the feet and a current of pure air circulating around the bed 
and through the apartment in which the patient lies —Ranking. 


Art. VI.—On the Curability of Phthisis Pulmonalis. By (1) Prof: 
J. Hucuss Bennett, and (2) Dr. Ricnarp Quain. 


1. Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Medical Science, April. 2. The Lancet, 
June 12th. 


[This subject is of deep and paramount interest ; for, notwith- 
standing the abundant proof which has been accumulated of late 
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years, it is still the opinion of the majority of the medical profes- 
sion, as it is of the public generally, that phthisis pulmonalis is 
incurable. In those cases in which recovery would seem to have 
taken place, the correctness of the diagnosis or anything else is 
doubted rather than this cherished dogma. It is no small matter 
therefore, to explode this fatal fallacy—fatal in a thousand ways; 
and hence we hail with more than ordinary satisfaction such com- 
munications as those with which we are now concerned. 

Dr. Bennet’s remarks on- the curability of pulmonary consump- 
tion form part of a clinical lecture delivered at the Royal Infirmary 
at Edinburgh, and reported in the Monthly Journal of Medical Sci- 
ence. The immediate subject of them was a patient whose name 
was Barclay, in whom symptoms of a phthisical nature had under- 
gone rapid and unmistakable amendment. Dr. Bennett proceeds 
thus : | 

“Up to a very recent period, the general opinion has been, that 
phthisis pulmonalis almost always marches on to a fatal termination ; 
and that the cases of its arrestment which were known to have oc- 
curred, were so few as merely to constitute an exception which 
proved the rule. Morbid anatomy has now, I think, demonstrated 
that tubercles, in’ an early stage, degenerate and become abortive 
with extreme frequency. In 1845, I made a series of observations 
with reference to the cretaceous masses and puckering so frequently 
observed at the apices of the lungs in persons advanced in life. 
The conclusion arrived at was, that the spontaneous arrestment of 
tubercle in its early stage occurred in the proportion of from one- 
third to one-half of all the individuals who die after the age of 
forty. The observations of Rogee and Boudet, made at Saltpetriere 
Hospital, in Paris, amongst individuals generally above the age of 
seventy, showed the proportion in such persons to be respectively 
one-half and four-fifths. 

“That the cretaceous and calcareous concretions, accompanied 
with puckerings, are really evidences of abortive tubercles, is estab- 
lished by the following facts : 

“1. A form of indurated and circumscribed tubercle is frequently 
met with, gritty to feel, which, on being dried, closely resembles 
cretaceous concretion. 

‘“*2, These concretions are found exactly in the same situations as 
tubercle. Thus they are most common in the apex, and in both 

28 
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lungs. They frequently occur in the bronchial, mesenteric, and 
other lymphatic glands, and in the psoas muscle, or other textures 
which have been the seat of tubercular depositions, or scrofulous 
abscesses. 

‘3. When a jung is the seat of tubercular infiltration throughout, 
whilst recent tubercle occupies the inferior portion, and older tubercle, 
and perhaps caverns, the superior, the cretaceous and calcareous 
concretions will be found at the apex. 

“4, A comparison of the opposite lungs will frequently show, 
that whilst on one side there is a firm encysted tubercle, partly 
transformed into cretaceous matter, on the other the transformation 
is perfect, and has occasionally even passed into a calcareous sub- 
stance of stony hardness. 

«5. The seat of cicatrices admits of the same exceptions as the 
seat of tubercles. In one case, I have found the puckering and cic- 
catrix in the inferior lobe only; and have met with three cases, 
where the superior lobe was throughout densely infiltrated with tu- 
bercle, whilst the inferior was only slightly affected. 

“Tt has indeed been argued, that occasionally these cretaceous 
masses may be the result of a simple exudation, or of what Dr. 
Gairdner has called bronchial abscess in the lung. When they are 
found isolated in the middle or base of the organ, such certainly 
may be the case, and consequently the fifth argument may be af- 
fected. But this is rare, and can scarcely make any alteration in 
the vast proportion of those concretions and puckerings which are 
undoubtedly the result of abortive tubercles. With these facts be- 
fore us, and with the knowledge that there is nothing in the nature 
of tubercle itself which is opposed to the evidence of these anatom- 
ical facts, the frequent spontaneous cure of tubercle may now be 
considered established. 

‘¢ Since these observations, however, have become known, it has 
been stated that after all, practically speaking, phthisis pulmonalis 
does mean the existence of a few isolated tubercles scattered through 
the lung, and that what is really meant is that advanced stage in 
which the lung is affected with ulceration, and in which the bodily 
powers are so lowered, that perfect recovery seldom or never takes 
place. But here again a careful examination of the records of 
medicine will show that many even of these advanced cases have 
recovered. lLaenec, Andral, Cruveilhier, Kingston, Pressat, Rogee, 
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Boudet, and others, have published cases where all the functional 
symptoms and physical signs of the disease, even in its most ad- 
vanced stage, were present, and yet where the individual survived 
many years, ultimately died of some other disorder, and on dissec- 
tion, cicatrices and concretions have been found in the lungs. 

“‘T here show you a preparation, exhibiting a remarkable cicatrix 
in the lung, which I have described and figured in the ‘Monthly 
Journal,’ for March, 1850. As it is short, I may quote it. 

“ «John Keith, zt. 50, a teacher of languages, was admitted into 
the Royal Infirmary,February 5, 1844, in a state of coma, and died 
an hour afterwards. On examination, the membranes of the brain 
at the base, were unusually congested, and covered with a consider- 
able exudation of recently coagulated lymph, here and there min- 
gled with bloody extravasation. The apex of the right lung pre- 
sented a remarkable cicatrix, consisting of dense, white, fibrous tis- 
sue, varying in breadth from one-fourth to three-fourths of an inch, 
and measuring about three inches inlength. The pleural surface in 
its neighborhood was considerably puckered. On making a section 
through the lung, parallel with the external cicatrix, the substance 
immediately below presented linear indurations, of a black color, 
together with five cretaceotts concretions, varying in size from a pin’s 
head to that of alarge pea. The surrounding pulmonary substance 
was healthy. The apex of the left lung was also strongly puckered 
and contained six or seven cretaceous concretions, each surrounded 
by a black, dense, fibrous cyst. 

“« A very respectable-looking and intelligent man, who attended 
the post-mortem examination, informed me that Keith, in early life, 
was in very indifferent circumstances, and had supported himself as 
a writer. At the age of two-and-twenty, or three-and-twenty, he 
labored under all the symptoms of a deep decline, and his life was 
despaired of. About this time, however, he was lost sight of by his 
friends; but it was afterwards ascertained that he had become a 
parish schoolmaster, in the west of Scotland, and that his health had 
been re-established. He returned to Edinburgh six years before his 
death, and endeavored to gain a livelihood by teaching Latin and 
French. He sueceeded but very imperfectly, and fell into dissipated 
habits. Latterly, he had become subject to attacks of mania, ap- 
parently the result of drink. It was after an unusually severe at- 
tack of this kind that he was brought to the Infirmary, where he 
died in the manner previously described.’ 
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‘The case points out the following important facts: 1st. That 
at the age of 22 or 23, the patient had a tubercular ulcer in the 
right lung, the size of which must have been very considerable when 
the contracted cicatrix alone was three inches long. 2d. That tu- 
bercular exudations existed in the apex of the left lung. It is, 
therefore, very probable that the statement made by his friend at 
the examination was correct—namely, that he labored under all the 
symptoms of advanced phthisis pulmonalis. It is shown, 3dly, 
That after receiving the appointment of a parish schoolmaster, after 
changing his residence and occupation, while his social condition was 
greatly improved, these symptoms disappeared. We may conse- 
quently infer, that it was about this period when the excavation on 
the right side healed and cicatrized, while the tubercular exudations 
on the left side were converted into cretaceous masses, and so ren- 
dered abortive. It demonstrates, 4thly, that when, at a more ad- 
vanced age, he again fell into bad circumstances, and even became 
a drunkard, tubercular exudations did not return, but that delirium 
tremens was induced, with simple exudation on the membranes of 
the brain, of which he died. 

‘“‘ Further, I have conversed with most of the distinguished phy- 
sicians in this country and on the Continent, and find that they are 
all enabled to refer to cases which they are now satisfied have un- 
dergone a permanent recovery, even when cavities have existed in 
the lungs, and all the advanced symptoms of the disease have been 
present. I once made an effort to accumulate the experience of 
these distinguished men, on this point alone, and had I done so, it 
would have constituted an unanswerable amount of evidence as to 
the curability even of the worst cases of phthisis. Want of time, 
however, prevented them from writing down the facts. But it is 
unnecessary to refer you to recorded cases, when the facts stands 
before you in the case of Barclay. Its comparative frequency, in- 
deed, might be illustrated by such an inquiry, and I believe this to 
be much greater than is generally supposed ; but to the great fact 
itself, nothing more can be added in the way of evidence than that 
which is before you; namely, this remarkable cicatrix found -in the 
lung of Keith, and a careful examination of the lad Barclay now in 
the ward. So deeply rooted, however, has been the opinion of the 
necessarily fatal nature of this disease, that the generality of prac- 
titioners have concluded, that because phthisical cases recovered, the 
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disease was not phthisis ; that is, they have rather distrusted their 
own diagnosis than ventured to oppose a doctrine of general belief. 

“But although the fact of the curability of phthisis pulmonalis, 
even in its most advanced stage, can no longer be denied, it has been 
argued that this is entirely owing to the operations of nature, and 
that the physician can lay little claim to the result. Andral, who 
early admitted the occasional cicatrisation of caverns, states this in the 
following words: ‘No fact,’ he says, ‘demonstrates that phthisis has 
been ever cured ; for it is not art which operates in the cicatrisation 
of caverns; it can only favor this, at most, by not opposing the op- 
erations of nature. For ages, remedies have been sought either to 
combat with tubercles, or to destroy them when formed, and thus 
innumerable specifics have been employed and abandoned in turn, 
and chosen from every class of medicaments.’ But if it be true, ac- 
cording to Hoffman, that ‘ Medicus nature minister non magister est,’ 
it follows that, by carefully observing the operations of nature, learn- 
ing her method of cure, imitating it as closely as possible, avoiding 
what she points out to be injurious, and furnishing what she evidently 
requires, that we may at length arrive at rational indications of cure. 
Both the cases of Keith and Barclay, in my opinion, furnish evi- 
dence that we have in a great measure attained this end.”’ 


2. [Dr. Richard Quain furnishes us with an abundant number of 
facts in proof of the same position—the curability of phthisis—from 
among the out-patjents of the Hospital for Consumption and Dis- 
eases of the Chest, at Brompton ; and he still continues to draw upon 
the same source. Of these facts we take one as an example :| 


“Case 1.—Tuberculous Deposition in both Lungs ; Formation of a 
Cavity in one; Arrest of the Disease; Progress of Cicatrisation ; 
Death by another Disease; Appearance found in the Lungs.—The 
lungs in this remarkable case were presented to the Pathological 
Society of London, and full details are published in their ‘ Transac- 
tions’ for last year. I shall therefore give but a summary of its 
leading features : 

“A female in her thirteenth year became an out-patient of the 
hospital in May, 1848. She had suffered, during the preceding 
winter, from impaired health, cough, and the ordinary symptoms of 
consumption. The deaths of two sisters by this malady show that 
she was predisposed to this disease. Marked dullness, bronchial 
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voice, and breath-sound at the apex of the left lung, gave proof of 
the presence of much tuberculous deposit there ; a feeble inspiratory, 
and loud expiratory, murmur at the apex of the right lung, showed 
the presence of tuberculous deposit, but to a limited extent, in this 
situation. She had been unable to take cod-liver oil in its ordinary 
form. A mixture containing this material, combined with liquor 
potassee, and formed into an emulsion, was prescribed, and well 
borne. A cough syrup was also prescribed, and some mild counter- 
irritation. 

‘*In the following August, softening of the tuberculous deposit 
in the left lung had commenced. -She had profuse hemoptysis, and 
subsequently abundant puriform expectoration. Crepitation was at 
this time audible over the former seat of dulness; and shortly after, 
cavernous breathing indicated the presence of a cavity. The pa- 
tient’s state at this time was unpromising. The cod-liver oil was 
increased in quantity, symptoms were treated as they arose, and 
extreme care was taken of her during the winter. In December 
she had decidedly improved in health. She continued to improve 
slowly until August, (1849,) when it was noted that ‘ there is flat- 
tening of the chest over the apex of the left lung; the respiration, 
though cavernous, is not loud ; pectoriloquy is distinct ; respiration 
at the right apex, is somewhat puerile.? The improvement during 
the winter continued. She took the cod-liver oil, and infusion of 
gentian with soda and hydrocyanic acid, when the stomach was out 
of order. Thus favorably she went on, and in the following Octo- 
ber she came to the hospital, looking remarkably well, having grown 
tall and stout. She had scarcely any cough, no expectoration, was 
free from suffering, and spent her time much as other girls of her 
age. An examination of the chest showed remarkable contraction _ 
over the summit of the left lung, the mobility greatly diminished, 
being in the proportion of nine to thirty-two of the right apex. The 
breath-sound under the left clavicle had a sharp, whiffing character, 
accompanied by slight crepitus ; the dulness above the spine of the 
scapula was more marked, and respiration was scarcely audible 
there ; the right lung was traced, extending to the left border of the 
sternum, and over this lung the respiration generally had a puerile 
or supplementary character. The most remarkable phenomenon, 
however, was connected with the heart’s action. This organ was 
drawn upwards and inwards, affording an impulse which was chiefly 
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felt between the cartilages, of the second and fourth left ribs. The 
treatment was continued during the winter, and her improvement 
was progressive. In the following March, during the prevalence of 
the influenza, she was seized with vomiting and purging, and sank 
rapidly on the fourth day of the attack. 

“The post-mortem examination, made by Mr. Harris, of Clap- 
ham, who had watched the case with great interest, showed appear- 
ances entirely corresponding with the facts ascertained during life. 
As these appearances are fully described in the ‘Transactions’ re- 
ferred to above, I shall give but a short summary of them here. 

“1. Nearly the whole of the upper lobe of the left lung was oc- 
cupied by a cavity now reduced to the size of a large walnut, lined 
by a distinct membrane, and surrounded by condensed walls. This 
lobe was very greatly contracted in size. A considerable portion of 
the lower lobe was permeable to air. It contained some points of 
old tuberculous deposit. 

“2. The right lung was large, and extended across the sternum: 
Its apex was puckered, and throughout its substance were some 
points of old tuberculous deposit. There was no appearance whatever 
in either lung of recently deposited tubercle. 

“The space rendered vacant by the contraction of the left lung 
around the cavity, was occupied by the heart, which was drawn upward 
and to the left side, and by the walls of the apex of the chest, which 
had fallen inward and downwards. The mucous membrane of the 
alimentary canal was congested: there was no material disease of 
any other organ.’’—Rankin. 





OBSTETRICS. 


Art. VIIL—On the Final Cause of Menstruation. By Dr. F. H 
RaMSBOTHAM. 


If it is really the case, of which there seems to be no doubt, that 
at each menstrual period in the human female the fimbriated ex- 
tremity of one or both of the Fallopian tubes embraces an ovarium, 
and causes a graafian vesicle to burst and shed its contents into the 
canal, it would naturally be inferred that the formation of this fluid 
is subservient to the departure of the ovule from its ovarian bed, and 
designed to form some important function in relation to its escape. 
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Now, it would appear probable that the function is identical with the 
nutrition of the young ovum, and that the menstrual discharge, in- 
deed, is nothing else than the rudiments of the deciduous mem- 
brane itself, or rather that it would have become the deciduous 
membrane, provided conception had occurred. And I think the 
identity of these two products is established by the following con- 
siderations: 

An ovule ripe for impregnation, parts from the nest in which it 
had been elaborated, being conveyed by the grasp of the Fallopian 
fimbriz. At the same time, nature establishes an action for the pur- 
pose of preserving it, provided an opportunity of becoming impreg- 
nated by contact with the male semen is afforded it. Should that 
contact take place, and conception follow, the fluid formed is re- 
tained in the uterus, and is gradually converted into the deciduous 
membrane, which becomes the first medium of communication be- 
tween the newly animated ovum and the maternal ~essels. If, on 
the contrary, conception does not happen, the ovule perishes, and 
the fluid secreted for its advantage not being required, is allowed to 
exude externally, as a superabundant and useless secretion. 

This supposition, indeed, would require us to believe that the 
ovule may be impregnated, as well as the Fallopian tube, after its 
escape from the ovarium, as in the ovarium bed itself; and I can 
find no difficulty in believing that such should be the case. In the 
genus aves, for example, the eggs are impregnated after they have 
escaped from the ovarium, and in that of pisces the same takes 
place, not only after they have parted from the ovarium, but even 
after they have been expelled from the body of the parent alto- 
gether ; so also in amphibia, as in frogs. 

The variation in regard to the time that elapses between coneep- 
tion and the commencement of labor, observable not only in differ- 
ent women, but also in the same women on different occasions, may 
perhaps be accounted for by the part of the Fallopian tube at which 
the ovule becomes impregnated ; the nearer to the uterus the ovum 
was, the shorter the time probably that would elapse before it ar- 
rived at the uterine cavity; the nearer to the fimbraiz, the longer 
would be the time, because it would have a larger portion of the 
Fallopian tube to traverse. The period of utero-gestation, properly 
so called, that is, the length of time the ovum remains within the 
uterine cavity, is, in my estimation, definite ; while the time of 
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transit through the tube varies considerable, after impregnation has 
been effected ; and this variation will be sufficient to explain the dif- 
ference above alluded to. 

The view which I have taken of this question is strengthened by 
the facts, that the menstrual fluid and the decidual membrane seem 
both to be formed by the same tubular glands lately discovered in 
the uterine substance—that the decidua when first formed is of the 
consistence of a viscid fluid—that in dysmenorrhcea a membrane is 
not unfrequently formed within the virgin uterus, which has very 
much the external character of the decidua, and indeed can some- 
times be scarcely distinguished from that membrane, the result of 
impregnation—that those females who menstruate irregularly or 
painfully, are not so obnoxious to pregnancy as those in whom the 
function is normally performed—that the catamenia will sometimes 
appear once soon after impregnation, as though more fluid had been 
afforded than was required for the purposes intended—and espe- 
cially, that as in the lower animals no deciduous membrane is formed, 
therefore there is no necessity for any menstrual secretion ; and we 
know that woman is the only animal subject to this peculiarity. 

The position, then, deducible from the feregoing observations, is, 
not only that whenever impregnation occurs, a secretion is elabora- 
ted by the uterus for the purpose of affording nourishment to the 
ovum, but that, independently of conception taking place, an ovule, 
even in the virgin, passes periodically from the ovarium into the 
Fallopian tube, and at the same time the same provision is made 
by nature for its preservation, in anticipation of its becoming vivi- 
fied ; but that if this vivification is not affected, the fluid formed flows 
away, is cast off, indeed, as effete matter, and is what we properly 
call the menstrual discharge. 

The periodical return of this discharge cannot be considered as 
militating against this theory, but rather supporting it; not only be- 
cause we have constantly before our eyes instances of functions in 
the body performed with periodical exactness, but also because we 
know that in those of our graminivora which bring forth but once 
annually, the season of conception is so determined that the young 
should be produced in the spring. Thus the mare and the ass, 
whose period of gestation is eleven calender months, conceive al- 
most immediately after parturition—the mare on the ninth day after, 
the ass on the seventh——to the evident intent that a new progeny 
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both to be formed by the same tubular glands lately discovered in 
the uterine substance—that the decidua when first formed is of the 
consistence of a viscid fluid—that in dysmenorrhoea a membrane is 
not unfrequently formed within the virgin uterus, which has very 
much the external character of the decidua, and indeed can some- 
times be scarcely distinguished from that membrane, the result of 
impregnation—that those females who menstruate irregularly or 
painfully, are not so obnoxious to pregnancy as those in whom the 
function is normally performed—that the catamenia will sometimes 
appear once soon after impregnation, as though more fluid had been 
afforded than was required for the purposes intended—and espe- 
cially, that as in the lower animals no deciduous membrane is formed, 
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may be reared in the summer months. The cow, whose period is 
nine months, does not, however, conceive till three months after her 
last birth. The sheep and goat, which carry their young five 
months, will not take the male till the end of autumn ; and the hare, 
whose term is only thirty days, does not become impregnated until 
eleven months have passed since the last parturition. This extreme 
variation in these different races of animals is evidently instituted 
with one single object, namely: that the young may be produced 
into the world at that season of the year most favorable for their 
nurture. And if nature has been so precise in regard to the lower 
animals, we cannot wonder that she has displayed an adherence toa 
similar system in the case of the females of our own species, or that 
there should exist in the human subject the same kind of periodicity 
in regard to the perfection and escape of the ovule from the ovarium. 

Nor can the waste which such a frequent loss of the ovule must 
entail on nature be regarded as an objection, since we see, as well in 
the animal as the vegetable kingdom, loss, to an enormous extent, 
exactly of the same description going on. How few seeds, compara- 
tively, even after fecundation, become productive, and what a whole 
destruction of organic life is there not witnessed in the case of fishes. 
Of the million or the million and a half of ova expelled from the 
ovarium of the sturgeon, for instance, how few are fecundated, and 
how few of those that are fecundated survive to be elevated into the 
existence of a living independent animal. If nature permits such a 
waste to be inflicted upon her, in the reproduction of one genus of 
animals, we cannot surely find difficulty in believing that the same 
prodigality (so to speak) may, in a minor degree, influence her ope- 
rations in the human subject.— Braithwaite’s Retrospect. 


Art. VIII.— On the Manufacture of Sponge Tents. By Dr. Dist. 


[The following directions are given :] 


«A piece of tolerably fine sponge, previously well dried, should 
be soaked in Mistura Acacie, and rolled up into a cylindrical form, 
somewhat in the shape of a small cigar, tapering to a point at one 
end. The other, or thick end, must be rolled round a middling-sized 
awl, partly for the purpose of leaving a central perforation into 
which the end of the instrument which carries it is to be inserted, 
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and partly to fix it, while a piece of stout cord is wound tightly and 
closely round it from the thick end up to the point. By this means, 
the sponge is powerfully compressed into the cylindrical form above 
mentioned, and if well dried, becomes as hard as a piece of wood, 
and retains its compressed state perfectly when the cord is removed 
Any little projections or roughnesses may be trimmed off with a 
sharp knife ; and, lastly, the tent is to be dipped several times in 
melted tallow rendered harder by the admixture of a little white 
wax, unil it has become thickly coated. A piece of string or tape 
is fastened to the lower or thicker end to assist in removing it from 
the os uteri when expanded. The heat of the part soon melts the 
unctuous covering, and thus enables the tent to slide up in its own 
grease as it gradually melts, when otherwise it might have been dif- 
ficult to introduce it. The secretions of the part slowly pervade the 
sponge, and dissolve the hardened gum with which it has been 
soaked, and the sponge gradually expands as it returns to its full 
size.” 

“Twelve hours is usually a sufficient period to effect this in; and 
the degree of dilitation produced will guide us to the introduction 
of a larger tent on the removal of the first.’””—Med. Times. 





Art. IX.— Vomiting as an Indication for the Induction of Premature 
Labor. 


In a recent discussion on the propriety of inducing abortion, which 
originated in a memoir by M. Lenoir, M. Dubois stated the results of 
his experience with reference to obstinate vomiting in pregnancy. 
He showed that it is frequently a much more severe occurrence than 
iscommonly supposed, he having met with twenty fatal cases in his 
own practice. He considered that obstinate vomiting is but an ex- 
aggeration of ordinary vomiting of pregnancy due to some peculiar 
nervous excitability on the part of the patient, and that it is not 
caused by any special organic lesion. This, he thinks, is shown by 
the fact that post mortem examinations reveal nothing explanatory, 
and, moreover, that the vomiting in such cases, ceases if the foetus 
dies, even though it may not be expelled till subsequently. He re- 
ferred, during his remarks, to instances in which an apparently hope- 
less case had been saved by this spontaneous death of the foetus, and 
from this ventures upon the practice of active interference for the 
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same purpose. In reference to this question he furnished notes of 
three or four cases in which he performed the operation of inducing 


abortion. Of these, three died and one recovered, which made the 
number of cases of recovery within his own knowledge as many as 
eight or nine. In regard to the time for inducing abortion in such 
cases, M. Dubois lays it down as arule that it should never be done 
when signs of extreme exhaustion are present, such as a loss of 
vision, coma, delirium, &c. On the other hand, he thinks it inad- 
missible when the stomach is able to retain some nutriment, the pa- 
tient having sufficient strength to keep about. The condition which, 
in his opinion, justifies this interference is characterized as follows : 
1. Almost incessant vomiting, by which all alimentary matter is re- 
jected, as well as even plain water. 2. Emaciation and debility. 
3. Marked change in the features. 4. Excessive acidity of the 
breath. 5. Failure of other measures.— Ranking. 


PART FOURTH. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 


1.—Marerta Mepica, on PHarmMacotocy anp Tuerapgvtics. By 
William Tully, M. D., Vol. 1, No. 1, Nov., 1852, Springfield, 
1852. Oct. pp. 64. 


The reputation of the author, and not the intrinsic merits of the 
work, entitle it to the notice of the medical periodical press. Prof. 
Tully’s name has long been familiar to the profession of our country ; 
chiefly for his ‘‘ Essay on Fevers,” and other subjects, in connection 
with the late Dr. Minor, and also as a teacher of Therapeutics in 
the Medical Schools of Castleton and New Haven. No one at all ac- 
quainted with Prof. T., doubts his extensive knowledge and acquire- 
ments, as gained from reading. The standard works on medicine, 
of every age, and in every language, almost, have been carefully ex- 
amined by him, and their contents treasured up in his retentive mem- 
ory. No one can discourse more fluently or more agreeably on 
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subjects relating to medical science ; no one has more zeal and en- 
thusiasm in the pursuit of knowledge, and few, if any, have attained 
amose intimate acquaintance with our indigenous Materia Medica. 
But with all these advantages, Dr. T. has been by no means fortu- 
nate in his professional career. His early writings displayed an 
egotism, self-conceit, and acerbity of feeling towards those who dif- 
fered with him in opinion, which prejudiced many against him. Not 
satisfied with combatting the views of his opponents, he impeached 
their motives and their honesty, gainsayed their sincerity, and en- 
deayored to overwhelm them with opprobrious epithets and abuse. 
An ardent advocate for the use of powerful stimulants and large 
doses of alcohol and opium in fevers, he denounced those who re- 
sorted to blgod-letting and antiphlogistics as murderers and _block- 
heads, whose ignorance and stupidity could only be paralleled by 
their recklessness and hardihood. Many years have now elapsed 
since the profession in New England were arrayed into two great 
parties, with Dr. Tully at the head of one, and Dr. Gallup the other ; 
dealing hostile blows, and denouncing each other in language by no 
means complimentary or civil. If the profession has made no ad- 
vance in Science, it certainly has in manners, within the last quarter 
of a century, and we are happy to find that the author of this work 
has participated in this advance, more, even than we had expected 
to find. It argues well for the future. 

Prof. Tully first proceeds to define Materia Medica or Pharmacol- 
ogy, as he understands it, and occupies several pages, very unneces- 
sarily, in criticising the definitions of others, as Cullen, Murray, &c. 
He then proceeds to discuss the modus operandi of medicines, and 
continues it through the remainder of the number. We shall only 
call attention to some of the errors embraced in this part. To the 
definitions of health and disease, no special objection can be made. 
They are such as are generally found in works on Pathology and 
Practice. Dr. T. maintains that “every narcotic, when pushed far 
enough, always produces some sort of spasms or convulsions, as, 
first tonic, like Epilepsy, second sub-tonic, like those of common 
convulsion, and of Hysteric convulsion, and third, exquisitely tonic, 
like Tetanus, Rabies, &c.”” He then proceeds to lay it down as a 
general rule, that no nercotic which produces a given sort of spasm 
or convulsion should ever be given in diseases, essentially consisting 
of the same sort of spasm or convulsion. It is a sufficient reply to 
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this, to say, that it is purely hypothetical ; rests on no solid founda- 
tion in fact, nor is it true ‘ that these different sorts of spasm or con- 
vulsion are specific in comparison with each other.’’? Chloroform is 
a powerful narcotic ; it does not often cause spasms, but death results 
usually, when it is carried far enough, with perfect relaxation of the 
whole muscular system ; but sometimes it causes violent convulsions, 
which may be of a tetanic or clonic character, varying in kind and 
degree, from causes wholly hidden from us. And the same remark 
will apply to alcohol, ether, opium, belladonna, &c. The merest 
tyro in medicine knows all this, and that “the different sorts of 
spasm or convulsion are ”’ not “ ineompatible with each other.” 

Dr. T. remarks that “it may be considered as absolutely certain, 
that when narcotics are taken to such an amount as to destroy life, 
this effect is always produced either by an interruption or suspension 
of the functions of the nerves of involuntary and instinctive express- 
ory motion ; or of the nerve of involuntary and instinctive chemical 
action, nutrition, and reproduction.”” What these nerves may be, is 
doubtless known to the writer ; we hope in the next number he will 
point them out, by the terms generally in use. We suppose he 
refers to the respiratory nerves, and the sympathetic, or ganglionic. 
If so, the statement is wholly erroneous, and needs no argument to 
refute it. 

The author supposes that Nux Vomica “ besides destroying life in 
the two ways in which narcotics do,” it exhibits another mode of 
producing this effect, viz: by a peculiar action and influence upon 
the nerves of voluntary motion, thereby fixing them in paroxysms of 
intense tonic spasms, which gradually become more frequent and 
more protracted, till at last, they continue so long that the muscles 
of respiration can never again be brought into action’?! This is all 
new, but unfortunately not true; whoever supposed that nerves 
were thrown into spasm? We were not aware that they had the 
power of contraction. The writer seems never yet to have heard of 
the reflex function of the spinal cord. We commend him to the 
study of some good treatise on Physiology. 

Many new terms are introduced, the signification of which is no- 
where explained, such as leantics, hydrotagogues, antisbestics, adenagics, 
inagogues, acinetic, agenesia, aphoria nothous, sub acinesia, euphunc, 
simonagin, &c., &c. If the object of the author is originality, he 
has attained it, so far as the use of barbarous words and phrases 
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goes ; but the utility is not so obvious. There are whole classes of 
medicines, which the writer believes to be only palliatives, and 
never curative, as emollients, demulgents, antacids, diuretics, dia- 
phoretics, cathartics, &c. Medicines only act upon the solids, and 
never by absorption, or through the medium of the blood ; the lining 
membrane of the stomach is the principal surface on which impres- 
sions are made, which are thence transmitted to every part of the 
body. Nutrient enemeta ‘‘are not only altogether worthless, but 
even positively injurious,” and ‘the idea of nourishing the system 
in this manner is a perfect chimera, as there are no lacteals in the 
stomach and colon.” Stranguary is never produced by absorption of 
the Spanish fly, but from sympathy between the bladder and skin. 
“The lining membrane of the blood-vessels is a mucous mem- 
brane,”’ and as they are supplied by the great sympathetic nerve, if 
medicines are injected into them, they may produce some effort by 
the sympathy existing between this nerve and other parts of the 
body ; the mucous membrane of the bladder cannot be very suscep- 
tible to the action of remedies, inasmuch as complete intoxication 
will pass off, while the bladder contains sufficient of the intoxicating 
agent, (amanita muscaria,) as to effect five other persons in the 
same manner. (How did it get there? <‘ Disease never has its 
primary and essential seat in the blood, but always in the beating, 
moving, and sensitive solids.” 

That medicines are ever taken into the blood unchanged, Dr. T. 
calls a ‘preposterous and absurd hypothesis,” although it is ad- 
mitted by all physiologists and experimenters, and can be demon- 
strated by any one who wishes to arrive at the truth. What, then, 
are we to think of a writer, at this time of day, who says, ‘‘ no part 
or portion of one medicine in fifty, or a hundred, ever leaves the ali- 
mentary canal, except to pass off with the feces; and when some 
part or portion of a medicine happens to be capable of being taken 
into the mass of the circulating fluids, i produces all its medicinal 
effects before it is so taken up; and no medicinal effect after it leaves 
the alimentary canal”?! Argument on the last attested facts, of 
which modern writers on therapeutics abound, would be wholly 
thrown away, when presented to such a mind. But we may refer 
to a few of the well established facts showing such absorption. 

If medicinal substances are received into the alimentary canal, or 
injected into the cellular tissue or serous cavities, they disappear in a 
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short time; as when a solution of oxalic acid is injected into the 
peritoneal sac of a cat; in 14 or so, minutes the animal will perish, 
and not more than one drachm of the solution will be found remain- 
ing, (Christison & Coindet.) Medicines and poisons are frequently 
detected in parts remote from that to which they were applied, by 
their sensible qualities, as well as their chemical or poisonous prop- 
erties. ; 
They have been found in numerous instances in the blood and 
chyle, Tiedemann and Gmelin, Halle, Dumas, Magendie, Handrin and 
Lawrence, Harlan and Coates of our own country ; also in the solids 
and the excretions, ( Wohler, Ure, Orfila, Erdman and Marchand, 
Leveran and Millon, Mussey, &c., &c.) We know, moreover, that 
the remote effects of medicines and poisons will be prevented by 
preventing their circulation in the blood, by tying the abdominal 
aorta, (Muller,) and the same remote effects will be promoted or 
retarded by circumstances which promote or retard absorption, as 
the nature of the tissue, the physical and chemical properties of the 
medicine, and the State of the system at the time. We know, too, 
that the remote and topical effects of remedies are often similar; 
that the milk often acquires medicinal qualities, in consequence of 
the mother or wet-nurse employing medicines as cathartic, narcotic, 
emetic, tonic, &c. The blood of animals, as well as their flesh, 
when under the influence of poisons, possesses poisonous properties; 
dividing the spinal corn of an animal, or of all parts except the 
blood vessels, does not prevent the remote effects ; they are, also, 
produced by injecting medicines or poisons into the blood vessels-- 
and the effects are the same as when administered through the me- 
dium of the stomach. But we will not stop to argue this point---it 
is clear enough to all but the wilfully blind, or those who labor under 
some morbid obliquity of mental vision. Dr. Tully attempts to show 
that sulphur does not owe its cathartic effects to its being taken into 
the circulation! But, whoever supposed that cathartics operated as 
such, except by local contact, unless in a few cases when applied to 
the external surface. ‘Sulphurum,” says Prof. T., ‘is cathartic, 
and what I have been in the habit of calling adenagic and neuragic.” 
Very likely, and the hearers have doubtless vastly profited by the 
statement. But pedantry is not science. We hope the writer will 
condescend, in some future No. of his work, to tell us what he 
means by the ‘‘adenagic effects of sulphurum.”’ Prof. T. thinks it 
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highly improbable that nitrate of potash is taken into the circulation ; 
indeed, he thinks it is altogether an unfounded assumption. He 
shows here an utter ignorance of facts to be found in all recent 
works on animal chemistry and physiology. No allusion is made to 
the physical law of endosmosis and exosmosis, in connection with 
the specific gravity of saline solutions, as pointed out by Liebig ; if 
the author will study this law, he will find why a saline substance is 
not found in the urine, when taken in a solution of greater sp. gr. 
than the serum of the blood, and why it is, when the sp. gr. is less. 
Again, “‘ I do not believe that the leaden discoloration of the skin, 
is ever produced, in any degree, by the nitrate of silver.”” Proba- 
bly the only physician in America who doubts it. All cases of sup- 
posed discoloration of the skin by nit. silver, are mere accidental 
coincidences! It would be easy to prove, if necessary, that this 
discoloration is often caused by silver ; we have known several our- 
selves, and there is one, at this moment, under treatment in this 
city, for the same. (See Rayer on Dis. of the Skin, and Pereira’s 
Mat. Med. for numerous cases.) We pass by what is said in the 
vain attempt to prove that mercury is never absorbed, founded on 
the belief that the “ Disoxyd of Mercury ’’ and the “ Dichloride of 
Mercury ’’ are similar in their effects. Both, doubtless, form soluble 
salts in the digestive canal, and thus enter into the circulation, espe- 
cially when used as alteratives, and in small doses. Works on Mat. 
Med. abound with facts proving the absorption of mercury, and yet 
Prof. T. ventures to say, “ we may very properly conclude that this 
agent is never absorbed into the circulating fluids, never deposited 
among the solids, nor excreted. by any other emunctory than the 
lower intestines.” Hydrocyanic acid never operates by absorp- 
tion into the blood, we are told; and yet the experiments of Blake 
have fully demonstrated that it never operates in any other way! 
And so of cantharides, tobacco, conia, &c. But we have neither 
time nor space to follow the author through the remaining pages of 
his work. We see scarcely asingle statement which appears to us 
well sustained, either by facts or reasoning ; the whole seems to be 
made up of exploded theories, and visionary speculations, and at 
war with all the established principles of physiology, pathology, and 
therapeutics. There is considerable ingenuity of special pleading, 
in setting aside demonstrated truths, in order to substitute in their 
place, some chimera of the author’s morbid imagination ; but how 
29 
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therapeutical science is to be advanced by such efforts, is more than 
we can understand. We do not deny the writer the possession of a 
certain kind of talent, and considerable scholastic learning ; but we 
are satisfied that his mind is not properly constituted to render him 
a safe and reliable teacher in medicine, and that his past labors have 
tended rather to the inculcation of error, and the retardation of 
the science, than to the establishment of truth and the progress of 
medicine. We express this opinion, not without regret, but not, 
also, without a careful examination and study of the author’s past 
teachings and writings. L, 





2.---A TREATISE ON THE Practice or Mepicinr. By George B. 
Wood, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine, in 
the University of Pennsylvania, etc., etc., etc. Third Edition. 
In two Vaames; pp. 1700. Lippincott, Grambo & Co., Phila- 
delphia. 1852. 


It is quite superfluous for us to offer any commendations or 
criticisms upon this national work of Prof. Wood. Every physi- 
cian knows as well as ourself, that the author stands prominent asa 
writer and lecturer of medical science. For near twenty years, he 
has been one of the ornaments and great attractions of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and that his authority is more reliable than 
that of any other man in America in the same department. His 
works are without competitors in strictly American medical literature. 
The beautiful system of lectures on Practical Medicine by Watson, 
which has had so great a run in our country, has almost entirely 
given place to “‘ Wood’s Practice.” The author, as he deserves, is 
reaping a rich reward. 

It is enough for us to say, then, that the third edition of this 
work is out, and that the author “‘has expended much time and 
labor in revising it, and he regrets only that in consequence of the 
unexpected rapidity with which the late edition was exhausted, he 
has had less time than he could wish to devote to this duty.” 

Mechanically, the work is executed in good style, and doés credit 
to the publishers. 

For sale by J. H. Riley & Co. 
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3--On Sypnrtis, Constrrvtionan AnD HeErepirary, and on Syphilitic 
Eruptions. By Erasmus Wi1soy, F. R. 8., Author of “ A Treat- 
ise on Diseases of the Skin,’’ etc., with four Colored Plates ; 8 vo.; 
pp. 284. Philadelphia. Blanchard & Lea. 1852. 


The great object of Mr. Wilson, in the composition of this work, 
was to give to the profession a history of his own observations re- 
garding constitutional syphilis. He professes to divest himself of 
preconceived notions, and to disregard the opinions and labors of 
others in this department. The conclusion which he draws after 
surveying for many years an ample field for observation, is, ‘that 
there existed but one eruption, and that the apparent differences in 
the character of the cutaneous affection, were the simple consequence 
of modification of development of that eruption; a modification, de- 
pending, for the most part, on time, treatment, and on the tempera- 
ment of the patient.’”” ‘Syphilis, then, in all its multitudinous and 
Protean shapes, originates in one poison, and in its constitutional 
manifestation on the skin, gives rise to but one eruption.’ 

In the classification of diseases generally, we believe that authors 
have extended their divisions and subdivisions altogether too far— 
that distinctions have been made that existed only in the imagination 
of the writer. This can serve only to confuse, rather than to enlighten 
the student ; for while he is engaged in the study of the infinitessi- 
mal elements of a system,—of the endless variety of orders, genera, 
and species, his therapeutics must be correspondingly weakened. 
We believe, too, that there is now a growing tendency to simplifica- 
tion in Nosology, and as one evidence of it, we, in the work before 
us, have the different species of syphilitic poison reduced to one, and 
out of it grows one eruption, manufactured by authors into the syph- 
ilidea, a family, whose members are as numerous as the offsprings of 
Adam. 

The author entertains other views, also, which must force them- 
selves upon the attention of the profession. The following, if true, 
is a startling declaration, and at all events illustrates the boldness 
and independence of the writer. 

“The tenacity of syphilitic poison to the human organism cannot 
but lead to the conclusion that, once admitted into the blood and 
tissues of the body, it remains there for life. It may not manifest 
its presence by any outward sign, but this cannot be received as an 
argument against its existence; for, at the most distant period, it 
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may suddenly become developed as a cutaneous eruption, an intensc 
pain in a nerve, an inflammation of a bone, of the periosteum, of a 
gland, or, indeed, of any one of the organs of the body. Should 
the individual escape, his children may suffer sooner or later ; and I 
am firmly of opinion, that the powers of the poison may be mani- 
fested after the lapse of several generations. 

‘* As may be naturally concluded, the syphilitic poison becomes 
altered in its mode of manifestation by time ; it sinks deeper into 
the substance of the body; produces a more decided organic 
change. These are the characters which distinguish the “ tertiary 
syphilis” of Ricord ; and if the observation be true with regard to 
the individual, it is equally true in its application to his race. What 
is syphilis in the parent may be scrofula in the child ; but the latter 
is no less a modification of syphilis. The syphilitic eruption on the 
skin of the parent may be a consumption in his offspring. There 
are, besides, other and more remote diseases which have appeared 
to me to take their origin in hereditary syphilis, namely, Lupus, 
Kelis, Lepra, and Psoriasis. I have contented myself in these 
pages by merely mentioning my belief, and adducing some slight 
evidence in support of my opinion. The fruit may ripen in other 
minds, or time and observation may afford me an opportunity of 
gathering stronger evidence, and at some distant day, of placing the 
results in the hands of the profession of medicine.” 

We cannot yet subscribe to the author’s views as to the perpetuity 
of the syphilitic poison, neither are we prepared to disprove them. 
If they are true to any considerable extent, the fact is a deplorable 
one. 

We would not pretend to decide as to the merits of the matter, 
nor are we prepared to do so satisfactorily to ourself, but the high 
professional character of the author entitles him to a hearing on this 
deeply interesting subject. The work is written in a vigorous style, 
and is characterized by great perspicuity and force. The author 
writes as one confident of the truth of his doctrines, and as if he 
expected to be believed. It is a good text-book on syphilis, and 
will amply repay a thorough perusal. 

Sold by J. H. Riley & Co. 
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Editorial and Miscellany. 


PART FIFTH. 


EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANY. 


Annual Commencement in Starling Medical College. 

The commencement exercises in this Institution passed off on 
the evening of the 17th ult., in the Second Presbyterian Church. 
The evening was pleasant,—the attendance was very large, and the 
audience listened with undivided attention to the unusually excellent 
address, delivered by the Rey. Mr. Keep. Indeed we have never 
been more deeply interested in a single hour, on a similar occasion, 
than during the delivery of this impressive, chaste, and masterly ad- 
dress—at the reading of every paragraph of which a hearty amen 
was elicited from every heart. We were surprised—we were agree- 
ally surprised—to find a man out of our profession who knew us so 
well—our redeeming qualities and our weaknesses—our duties, toils, 
discouragements, and sorrows, and the value of our services to the 
world, as did Mr. Kezp. If our profession were as correctly appre- 
ciated by the clerical profession at large, how much greater would 
be the pleasure of serving them, as we always do, gratuitously. 

After the popular address, the Graduating Class, forty-two in 
number, was addressed by Prof. Carrer, in his pecularly happy 
style. His ‘fatherly advice” was truly opportune, and was seasoned. 
with enough of Irish wit to make it right palatable. 

The Music—let us not forget that—the music, to the honor of 
Messrs. Dryer, Dunbar, and our incomparable songtress, and others, 
be it said, was never better ; aye!—never so good! During some 
of their ‘‘ rapturous strains” we fancied ourself safely landed on the 
other side of Jordan, but in a moment a glance upon the right 
brought to view forty-two soldiers just enlisted under the banner of 
Esculapius, ‘‘ armed and equipped” to fight the world’s destroyer, 
Death—then we were forced again to take our place, reluctantly, 
among our fellow mortals. 

The whole occasion afforded a rich and delightful entertainment. 
It was exceedingly gratifying to the Faculty of the College, instruc- 
ting to the Class, and interesting to our fellow citizens. It amply 
repaid all our efforts, and inspired us with renewed zeal and energy 
in the responsible work before us. 
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Evtocy on Dr. Draxe.—The following resolutions, offered by 
Dr. R. Hills, were unanimously adopted at a meeting of the Dela- 
ware co., Medical Society, on December 14th, 1852: 

Resolved, That it is with sorrow and regret that we have heard of 
the recent death of Prof. Danret Draxez, M. D. 

Resolved, That we hereby express our unfeigned sympathy with 
his immediate friends and professional neighbors and associates, and 
also our unqualified opinion, that in his death, the Medical profes- 
sion of the West, and indeed of the whole country, have lost one of 
the most brilliant, original, talented, enthusiastic, devoted and indus- 
trious members that ever graced our profession. 

Resolved, That Edward Thomson, M. D. and D. D., President of 
the O. W. U., be requested to deliver a public discourse on the char- 
acter of the deceased, at such time and place as may be most conve- 
nient to him. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be offered for publication in the 
Medical Journals of this State and of Kentucky. 


The address above named was delivered before a dense and high- 


ly gratified audience in the M. E. Church, at Delaware, Ohio, on the 
evening of January 4th 1853, and will appear in a future number 
of the Ladies’ Repository, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Funevus HemartopkEs or THe Ere.—Ricumonp, Ind., Nov. 23, 1852. 
—Derar Sir:—Ifin your judgment the following case will be inter- 
esting to the profession, or worthy a place in your excellent Journal, 
you will please insert it. 

S. H. HARRINGTON, M. D. 


Funavus Hemartopes or tHe Eyz, anp Extirpation oF THat Ok- 
can.—About the first of September last, Dr. Vaile, my partner and 
former preceptor, and myself, were called to see John Heston, a lad 
of four years of age, residing in Randolph county. We found a 
considerable protrusion of the right eye, with loss of sight ; on 
questioning the parents, we learned that the child had complained of 
pain in the right side of the head about one year, and his mother had 
treated him for ear-ache during that time. 

Some two or three months previous to our seeing the patient, the 
parents discovered that he was blind in that eye, and called on their 
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family attendant, (a man of the Botanic School) but nothing of im- 
portance was done previous to our visit. 

Not being entirely satisfied in diagnosis, we concluded to put him 
upon Iodine in the form of “ Lugol’s Solution,” and left him with an 
appointment to return in one month. Accordingly on the 10th of 
October we again visited him. We found that our worst anticipa- 
tions were realized, and that we had a case of “ Fungus Hematodes”’ 
to deal with. The protrusion was greatly increased, with no appear- 
ance of an eye, it having, as the mother said, ‘‘broke, and run out;’’ 
the antertor portion of the tumor was of a dark, blueish color, and 
discharging an offensive fluid, thin and bloody. After short consul- 
tation, it was resolved to operate, by removing the entire contents of 
the socket ; but, as the child was suffering with a constitutional dif- 
ficulty, the operation was postponed till his general health should be 
improved ; we prescribed the Syrup of the Iodide of Iron. On the 
10th of November Dr. Vaile operated, the patient being under the 
influence of Chloroform, assisted by myself and Dr. Blair, of Wil- 
liamsburg. Both the eyelids were adhered to the tumor by adhe- 
sive inflammation, which we dissected with some difficulty, otherwise 
the excision was unattended with any unusual occurrences ; there 
was but slight hemorrhage, which subsided spontaneously ; the cav- 
ity was filled with charpie and dressed. The dimensions of the tu- 
mor were as follows: Antero-posterior diameter, 4 inches ; lateral, 
(at the edge of superciliar ridge )2} inches ; circumference, at same 
place, 5} inches ; the general form of the tumor was that of two 
cones with their bases joined ; surface, except at anterior extremity, 
irregularly round. 

We remained with the patient several hours, left him doing well, 
and under the immediate care of Dr. Blair, to whom we are much 
indebted for the success of the after treatment. 

Noy. 13. Visited the patient. Considerable local inflammation 
and swelling ; wound commenced suppurating ; ordered cold appli- 
cations to the eye, and an aperient to move the bowels. Spare diet. 

Noy. 18th. Local inflammation much reduced; removed the 
charpil ; wound granulating well ; child playful ; appetite good. 

Noy. 23. Swelling and discoloration entirely gone ; wound gran- 
wating well; we took leave of the case with many expressions of 
joy from the parents, and no little self gratification. 
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Rawxtne’s Apstract.---The January Number of this excellent pe- 
riodical has reached us. It is full, as usual, of interesting matter, 
To the profession everywhere, it is a most valuable publication. 


Natronat anp Srate Assocrations.—Our readers will bear in 
mind that the National Medical Association will hold its next session 
in the city of New York, commencing on the first Tuesday of May 
next, and that our State Medical Society will meet in Dayton, on the 
first Tuesday of June following. Doubtless there will be a large at- 
tendance on both of these occasions. The Daytonians are prepar- 
ing to give their brethren a cordial reception, and we anticipate much 


pleasure in making their acquaintance, and in visiting, for the first 
time their beautiful city. 


Inrirmary.—We beg leave to call the attention of the profession to 
the Circular of the Infirmary under our professional care and con- 
trol, to be found on the cover of this Journal. For our own conve- 
nience and for the convenience and well-being of those patients who 
come to us from abroad for Medical and Surgical treatment, we have 
long felt the need of an Institution like the one there represented. 
In the completion of the edifice, in the furnishing of the departments 
in its culinary and therapeutic arrangements, in every thing that 
tends to promote comfort, to cure disease, or to relieve suffering, we 
have not deliberated as to cost in money, labor or thought, for 
a moment. We have there made allusion to the free use and 
extensive supply of water, not because we have the slightest toler- 
ance of Hydropathy, as a System, by no means; for those who 
know us, know that we abhor quacks and quackery as we abhor the 
“« father of lies ;’? but we do have an abiding confidence in the ap- 
propriate and free use of water as a therapeutic agent. We think, and 
believe too, that the therapeutic influence of water, in the form of 
baths, is not sufficiently understood ; and, if it were, it could not 
always be employed to a sufficient extent in private practice, We 
invite our professional brethren, whenever they can make it conve- 
nient to visit Columbus, to call and examine our Institution and all 
its facilities for the treatment of disease ; and then, if they approve 
of it in all its parts and departments, and if they have confidence m 
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the skill and integrity of him who guides its affairs and applies its 
remedial agents, we respectfully ask their support and encourage- 
ment. We would say that our Institution has already commenced 
its career, we trust of usefulness, under the most flattering aus- 
pices. We have already had a large number of patients, and the 
number is gradually increasing. Several of them have submitted to 
capital operations ; and all, as yet, have resulted in cure. We are 
flattered by the past, and encouraged to renew our exertions. 


Mepricat Society or DeLawarE County.—We have received a 
pamphlet containing the Constitution, By-Laws, Fee Bill, and Code 
of Ethics of the above Society. We congratulate our Delaware 
brethren upon their prosperity and thorough organization. Few 
physicians realize how much good may be effected by and through 
such associations. Experience proves unfortunately that they are 
prone to languish and to die anignominious death: and why is this? 
ist. Physicians, in an organized capacity, spend altogether too much 
time in the discussion of matters of little or no importance, such as 
points of order, etc. etc. 2d. Members neglect to write papers and 
reports, and to discharge the duties enjoined upon them by their So- 
ciety. 3d. Unkind feelings, growing out of jealousies, collisions in 
practice, and a want of strict attention to the rules of etiquette, are 
allowed to corrode-the very heart of such associations. This ought 
not and need not so to be, and yet itis nevertheless true. The con- 
sequence is, the Society is a house divided against itself, and there- 
fore must fall. We hope the Delaware Medical Society will be an 
exception to the general rule. We know that several of the best 
physicians and noblest members of our profession enter into its com- 
position, and we know no special reason why it may not continue to 
prosper ad finem. 


AnoTHER NEw JournaL.—-The first number of ‘‘ The Southern 
Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences,” is just received. It 
is published bi-monthly at Nashville, Ten., at two dollars a year, 
edited by Drs. Jno. W. King and Wm. P. Jones, in the department 
of Medicine and Surgery ; Dr. R. O. Currey, in the department of 
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Chemistry and Pharmacy ; Dr. R. Wood, of Dental Surgery. The 
number before us is ably edited and contains several valuable ori- 
ginal articles. It is published in good style, and on the whole de- 
serves and what we pray it may receive, a good list of paying sub- 
scribers. That Nashville is making rapid strides in matters of Schools 
and Journals. 


Urtrary Catcutus—Lituotromy—Curr. By R. L. Howarp, M.D., 
Professor of Surgery, &e. 


On the 15th of January last, I was called to visit Mr. J. H., of 
Fayette County, Ohio, who was said to be affected with disease of 
the kidneys. The patient, a farmer and extensive cattle dealer, was 
64 years of age and possessed naturally a vigorous constitution, and 
through the whole of a very active life, the most perfect health. On 
enquiry, the following brief history of his case was elicited. 

About three years ago, after riding on horseback near forty miles 


and purchasing and selling a large number of cattle on the same 
day, Mr. H. was attacked with hemorrhage from the bladder, follow- 
ed by considerable prostration and nausea. During the succeeding 
year he had repeated attacks of the same kind, after riding on horse- 
back, except that hemorrhages were not so profuse. He finally began 
to complain of pain across the loins, and of a burning sensation in 
the bladder, and more or less along the whole track of the urethra. 
During the last two years he had seldom voided any blood, and 
though he suffered from frequent desire to urinate, the stream was 
seldem suddenly interrupted, neither was there any perceptible 
amount of mucus suspended in that excretion. These symptoms, 
none of which strongly indicated vesical calculus, led his medical 
attendants to suppose that his disease was confined to his kidneys. 
His symptoms became more and more distressing. In compliance 
with his request, I visited him as above indicated, and found him ema- 
ciating, anemic, and suffering from frequent desire to void his urine, 
intense burning in the bladder and along the urethra, and also severe 
pain across the loins. There was occasionally particles of sand dis- 
charged with the urine. To assuage his sufferings, he was under the 
necessity of taking from one to two ounces of laudanum every day. 
Although his urine was unusually pale, under the microscope, there 
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was observed myriads of the red corpuscles of the blood. These 
examinations were repeated several days with the same results. 
Not satisfied as to the diagnosis of his case on my first visit, I intro- 
duced a sound and immediately struck a stone of large dimensions. 
The diagnosis being now clear, I invited him to repair to my Sur- 
gical Infirmary. He entered it on the 4th of February last, after 
suffering much from a ride of forty miles. 

The journey so aggravated his symptoms, that I was unable to 
think of an operation until Saturday the 12th. That being my last 
Clinic day for the Session, he generously consented to go before the 
Class. Placed upon a table and fully under the influence of chloro- 
form, I made the lateral operation with the largest sized lithotomy 
knife. A large forceps was introduced, the stone seized, and with 
some force was extracted. As the stone escaped fairly from the 
orifice, an irregularly rounded tumor about the size of a large hickory 
nut followed and fell upon the floor. It was composed of condensed 
areolar and adipose tissues, and was evidently a regular tumor, formed 
deep in the structures of the perineum directly in the track of the in- 
cision. This incident was well calculated to startle the operator and 
to suggest the idea that another organ of a similar size and shape 
had escaped from its native bed just behind the bulb of the urethra. 

The stone, composed mainly of lithic: acid and covered over with 
alayer of the triple phosphate, measured five by six and a half 
inches in circumference and weighed three and three-fourth ounces. 

After being placed in bed, the patient showed no signs of constitu- 
tional shock, but talked cheerfully with his family and friends. Mat- 
ters went on very well for a day or two, but at length he began to 
complain of intense nausea, a symptom from which he had suffered 
on several occasions before the operation. This continued to annoy 
him for several days, and even to depress him and take away all ap- 
petite. The urine flowed freely and his bowels were acted on with 
considerable facility. On Thursday night, the sixth day after the 
operation, having taken a dose of castor oil, his wife and’son being 
asleep, he, a little delirious, sprang from his bed to the floor, feeling 
that he must have an evacuation from his bowels, and fancying at 
the time that nothing unusual was the matter. His strength failed 
and he cried for help. With difficulty he was again placed in bed ; 
but the effort brought on hemorrhage from the wound to the extent 
of near two pints of blood. Under this he sank rapidly. When I 
found him, in about half an hour, he was nearly pulseless, and con- 
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tinued so five or six hours. During this period he occasionally vom- 
ited, suffered from the intensest nausea, and expressed great appre- 
hension as to the result. Indeed I had scarcely a hope for his reco- 
very. Finally reaction commenced, but it was several days before it 
was at all perfect. Nausea still continued and kept down the force 
of the heart’s action and muscular power. Under the influence of 
anodynes, stimulants and tonics, milk and animal broths, he has to 
this time, March 4th, continued to improve, and there is now a fine 
prospect for his complete recovery. 


REVIEW. 
NATIONAL ECLECTIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[ CONTINUED FROM LAST NUMBER. | 


We resume the consideration of the volume before us with unfading 
interest. 

The next document in order of publication is a letter from Prof. 
R. 8S. Newton, of Cincinnati. Prof. N. was anxious to meet and be- 
come personally acquainted with his fellow-laborers, in the cause of 
Medical Reform ; for he assures the Convention, ‘there is no class 
of men for whom I feel an attachment so near and so strong, even as 
I believe there is no other movement in Reform more important than 
this.’ He enters into a defence of the ‘‘ free school movement” in 
Cincinnati, and assures his brethren that it was not undertaken ina 
spirit of monopoly, or from a desire to arrest the progress of other 
schools. Our readers are probably aware of the fact that the Eclec- 
tics of Cincinnati have nominally started a ‘‘ grand national Eclectic 
free medical school, for the purpose of sending abroad in the land a 
large number of well educated physicians.’”? A fee, however, is re- 
quired of every student in attendance, and certain perquisites enure 
to the professors. Altogether, it is a cheap concern, claiming the dig- 
nity of a great charity. But, admitting it to be what it professes to 
be—a free school—we have always felt that the arrangement recog- 
nized a relation between cost and value, so just and cononscienfious 
that although the student might pay nothing, he would be sure to re- 
ceive a full equivalent for the money spent, in the shape of Eclectic 
teaching; and that justice and good faith being thus observed, 
surely no one had a right to complain. * * * i 
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We must hasten on to the more important portion of the publica- 
tion—the address, reports of committees, &c. The address of Dr. 
0. Davis is the first in order. 

The doctor labors under an overpowering sense of the importance 
of the ‘‘eclectic reform,”’ and commences his address in a corres- 
pondingly grandiloquent style. ‘It is enough that our art is exer- 
cised for man’s good—even while pregnancy is anticipating birth, it 
cares for his infancy, alleviates the ills of childhood, and even 
through manhood and old age, aims to minister to his health and 
happiness, &c., &c. Man, then, is the subject of our labor and our 
care, we study his physical formation, we pry into the secrets of his 
physiology, and we are attempting to solve the problem of vitality, 
and the mysterious union of mind with matter; and if we fail in 
understanding this, we will labor on, studying his intellectual powers 


and his moral tendencies, aswell as the dangers which beset his phy- 
sical organization. * * * * * 


We explore earth for remedies, we search the animal, the vegetable 
and the mineral kingdoms, and sometimes (!) resort to the chemist’s 
laboratory for combinations which nature does not afford. We en- 
quire into the causes of disease, and question all influences, whether 
in the sky above, or in the earth beneath, whether of growing or de- 
caying substances. We even estimate the effect of light and dark- 
ness, of storm and calm, of drought and humidity, and frame a mor- 
bid constitution for imponderable agencies! And finally—mark me, 
Master Brook—we meet here to reveal our discoveries, to make 
known improvements, to advance in theory and practice, and by our 
united labors and wisdom, to contribute to the welfare of mankind.’’ 
But even this is not all that “‘ we’ intend todo. We convene as a 
national association of Eclectic Physicians, &c., &c. We are neither 
Homecepathists nor Hydropathists, Allopaths, nor Steamers : Pseudo- 
pathy is our profession, and we find ‘‘ good in every thing ’’—-exeept 
mercury and a few articles of the materia medica, which we pre- 
sume, in our supreme discretion, to denounce for purposes of private 
speculation. 

Our orator asserts that Allopathy is not sufficiently liberal ! 
Robbed, to supply the little virtue that belongs to all the quack de- 
nominations, and then ridiculed by the felons themselves because of 
the success of the larceny! We grow weary of the tame and 
empty pedantry of this discourse, and must hasten in our work. 
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Dr. Davis asserts that Reformers have accomplished another im- 
portant end, in calling attention to Hygiene. It has been the “pe- 
culiar province of ‘ Reformers in Medicime,’’ to call attention to 
‘individual constitution, climactic and meteorological phenomena, 
diet and regimen,” and to “reform out” abuses. Among all the 
volumes which fill shelf upon shelf of our libraries, containing the 
record of the doings of science in behalf of humanity, there are 
multitudes of names which are, and will be honorably associated in 
the annals of medicine, as benefactors of their time; but no body 
has ever been able to find in the honored scroll inscribed in the 
name of a ‘‘Reformer,”’ as that térm is understood and employed 
by Dr. Davis. The claim thus set up by Eclectics is so singularly 
absurd that we cannot give it serious notice. ‘ Physiology is now 
popularized,”’ says Dr. Davis, but he has not the audacity to assert 
that the eclectics have rendered it popular—save the mark ! 

The orator speaks so frequently of ‘‘ heroism ”’ in medical prac- 
tice, that we felt curious to know what he meant by the term; our 
investigation has not, however, revealed to us the key of the phrase. 
He seems desirous to produce the impression that Allopathic prac- 
tice is restricted to the employment of the lancet and mereury, and 
that the Allopathic physician is an ogre who revels in human blood, 
and finishes by poison that which the steel failed to accomplish. In 
beautiful contrast with this dark picture of bloodshed and outrage, 
the orator delineates the eclectic practice in all its humanity and all 
its success; preserving hundreds of thousand lives, and building 
“living monuments”’ of its beneficence to advertise the world of its 
blessings ; and where reason would put in a plea to the intelligence 
and competency of the humble ministers of this great work, faith 
points to ‘he evangelical period when wisdom fell trickling from the 
lips of bubes, and fools became oracular with unconscious knowledge, 
and we were almost persuaded into the belief that the day of mirac- 
ulous' inspiration is not gone, and that the eclectic reform is not, as 
it otlaerwise must be, an anachronism. 

The orator admits that the eclectic possesses an overweening self- 
confidence, ‘‘which undervalues thorough attainments.” There is 
among us a redundancy of superficial acquirements. There is a 
plethora of self esteem, and too many seem to think they know al- 
ready more than they can contain—vessels of small calibre are easily 
filled: ‘* and if they attend upon any medical institution, anatomy 
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is not practical, physiology is all theory, chemistry they cannot un- 
derstand, surgery, they don’t profess, midwifery they understand, 
but obstetric instruments are instruments of slaughter, and in theory 
and practice they are original and can succeed better than any pro- 
fessor!’? The sheep-skin is all that is lacking to make out the sim- 
ple brute perfect, and that, thanks to Buchanan & Co., is easily ob- 
tained and without cost, to render the eclectic aspirant the bell- 
weather of as complete a flock as ever browsed in the fields of folly 
and pretension. 

Dr. Davis alludes to the “ free school’? movement in terms of dis. 
approbation. Eclectic teachers, although a very windy set, ‘‘ cannot 
subsist on air!’”? We would suggest adiet of beans. It would re- 
quire more space than we can allot to Dr. Davis, to follow out his ar- 
gument on the subject of free teaching, and we bid him a respectful 
adieu, barely commending to him, by way of P. 8., those lines of 
Pope, ‘a little learning is a dangerous thing.” 

Report A, on medical literature and text books, by R.S. Newton, 
M. D., is an elaborate and valuable document—somewhat more than 
apage inlength. Dr. N. recommends Dr. Hill’s Eclectic Surgery, 
Beach’s Practice, and does n’t recommend Saunders’ Gregory. This 
is about the sum total of Dr. Newton’s Report—full, terse and sen- 
tentious. 

Report B, on Obstetrics, brings us again in the company of the 
accomplished Dr. Oldshue, whom we have already had occasion to 
mention in eulogistic terms. 

“‘ During five years’ general practice in the city of Pittsburg, in 
which time time I have treated over five thousand cases, a considera- 
ble number of obstetrical cases have come under my notice.’”’ In one 
single instance did the doctor of report B, have occasion to use the 
forceps or any surgical instrument whatever—“ save for the division 
of the umbilical cord !’’—nor do I believe, says he, that labor would 
have been facilitated by their use, in any instance,” dc. 

If Dr. Oldshue will adopt the primitive method of biting the um- 
bilical cord, he may avoid entirely the painful necessity of resorting 
to surgical means in his obstetrical practice. Ina majority of cases, 
‘Dr. O. says, labor terminated within two hours after his arrival, 
‘and in many of them in a much shorter time ; and in no case have 
I seen true labor protracted to twelve hours.’’ Thrice blessed Dr 
Oldshue, and blessed in an octuplicate ratio the females who thus 
had their babies after the Eclectic plan. In our innocence we had 
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supposed there was but one history of this painful phenomenon, and 
that the Adamic curse must still exist in original force, save by the 
stupifying and brain-steeping influence of chloroform. But the 
knowledge of man—Eclectic man—surpasses all imagination ; and 
with the fear before our eyes of rendering ourself liable to a charge 
of a desertion of principle, we shout peans and eternal glorification 
to the author of ‘ Having babies easy.” 


Dr. O. drops a word in relation to protracted labors, and gives a 
case in point by way of illustration. A regular doctor was called to 
a lady who was supposed to be in labor, and, without much exam- 
ination, the medical gentleman told the patient that all would soon 
be well, and so on ; “a pulling rope’ was prepared, and he com- 
menced his manipulations, ordering his patient to ‘hold her 
breath,”’ ‘‘pull the rope,” and ‘‘ bear down.’’ ‘All these things 
were done, continued and repeated, for the space of seventy-two 
hours ; the doctor all the while promising that ‘another effort,” a 
‘long pull and a strong pull,’”’ and ‘all would be well.’”’ That is 
to say, this poor, persecuted lady continued to pull the rope, bear 
down, and hold her breath (!!) for seventy-two mortal hours, under 
the brutal directions of an ignoramus of an allopath, and all—aye, 
a thousand times a//—to no purpose. This is certainly the most ex- 
traordinary instance of human endurance, that has ever had a place 
in the chapter of medical and physiological mirabilia : why, it beats 
the fakirs, ten to one. To plug up the upper and lower orifices of 
the body, and quietly lie down to hold one’s breath for a day or two 
is no small feat, in our humble estimation; but require the fakir to 
haul the main brace, hold his breath and have a baby to boot, for 
seventy-two hours at a stretch, and he would be no where ; we 
regard the question of human hibernation as definitely settled from 
this moment, and we feel no mean jealousy of the fact that Dr. 
Oldshue has the exclusive claim to the honor. The issue of the 
case——obstetrically—was, that Dr. O. was called ia, the ignorance 
of the allopath exposed, and the lady relieved in due course of na- 
ture. A beautiful allegory winds up the Report, which is just two 
pages in length. 

Report C, by A. D. Skillethead, M. D., on medical statistics, em- 
bodies the experience of the author, from the 20th of May, 1851, to 
the 20th of April, 1852. The Doctor has practised in the large and 
populous city of Ruggles, O.; we get at the marrow of this report 
in the following P. 8. 
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‘««P.§S. I have treated 651 cases during eleven months, of whieh 
number I have Lost ony onz ! that can rightly be regarded as my 
own—the others having either been given ws as hopeless, or previously 
and conjointly treated by some other physician beside myself, and 
allow me to add, that I have not performed general venesection in a stn- 


GLE CASE ! A. D. 8. 
Ruggles, O., May, 1852. 


Comment is here powerless: we feel, as did the profane man, 
(who was followed by a crowd on some more than usually exciting 
occasion, curious to hear him cuss hyperbolically,) that ‘ language 
is unequal to the occasion.”” Our bump of wonder grows visibly 
under the influence of this astounding volume. Ah, how would the 
heart of Chrono-thermal Dickson delight in Dr. Skillethead ?—and 
not more famous is the ‘‘ Sweet Auburn’”’ which is sung into immor- 
tality by Goldsmith, who was also a doctor, than is, to be, the Rug- 
gles—foul or sweet—that boasts its Eclectic wonder. Six hundred 
and fifty-one and a fraction of cases, and not a single venesection !! 
Poor Marshal Hall thinks that he knows something about the blood 
and bleeding, but how small he grows in comparison with Skillet- 
head. Clutterbuck had a notion that he could teach the uses and 
abuses of the lancet ; but he grows, in our dilating optics, micros- 
copically small by the contrast. We have laid down our pen for a 
few moments ; pondered upon the stupendous stretch of human rea- 
son, with a feeling the like of which we do not remember to have 
experienced since we perused the truthful history of Gulliver’s Tra- 
vels ; glanced over the narrative of the great telegraph hoax; and 
now resume our review with Report D, on surgery, by L. C. Dol- 
ley, M. D. 


Dr. Dolley starts starts off, slapdash, with the assertion that all 
impartial and far-seeing minds recognize in the establishment of ec- 
cleetic colleges in the United States, the commencement of a new 
era in the history of medicine ; we feel disposed to oppose no other 
plea to this deelaration, than the agumentum ad verucundiam. The 
doctor also says, that “ the first efficient weapons against the citadel 
of exclusiveness and intolerance, have been raised by the eclectics, 
and with the establishment of institutions advocating no exclusive 
system, purely eclectic in their character, commenced a new epoch 
n the history of medical science.” The Baconian system of phi- 
josophy as applied to rational medicine, and as constituting the very 

30 
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soul of all that is scientific in the healing art, is necessarily exclusive 
because it is inductive. It brings in to the investigation of all pheno- 
mena, every fact which has a necessary relation to the phenomenon 
in question, and discards all foreign, irrelevant, and factitious rela- 
tions. Eclecticism, as we understand it, selects such superficial facts 
as may have plausible and popular relations to the subject investi- 
gated, and such as, for all purposes of induction, may be entirely 
unimportant and accidental in their relationship to the subject in 
issue. 

There can be no science without system: what indeed is science 
except the systematic arrangement of facts which bear the close and 
and essential relations required by the inductive method. Collateral 
facts and presumed analogies may serve for conjecture, of a more or 
less extended degree of probability, but probably is not science, 
save when it is suggested by a deep and widely extended analogy, 
the foundations of which rest upon a basis of facts that have been 
clearly and completely established. But, we must return to Dr. 
Dolley and his eclectic surgery: he admits that eclectics, like Fal- 
staff’s honor, have no skill in surgery. He thinks it more than 
probable, that it will ever be necessary to operate for ‘many cases 
of cataract, hernia, stone, tumors, &c., &c.,”? and asks “how many 
are there among those we choose to acknowledge as eclectics, who 
hold themselves in readiness for these operations.’? He admits that 
there are but few, and asserts that it is not for the want of surgical 
teaching in the eclectic colleges. ‘‘ The reverse of all this is true; 
I haye already enumerated the causes—eclectics, satisfied that they 
are in advance of the members of the old school profession in liber- 
ality, and in success in the treatment of constitutional diseases, have 
let such achievements satisfy them.’’ Modest and moderate ambi- 
tion! ‘Because they dreamed that Boerhaaves, Rushes, Cullens, 
Broussais, and other dignitaries were springing up in their ranks, 
they cared less for, and labored not to beget also their Coopers, 
Motts, Velpeaus, and Physics.” Heavenly progeny of eclectic cop- 
ulation! their Rushes and Cullens, &c., are but poor Sooterkin sem- 
blances of their great prototypes, with which the Reformers have 
brought themselves to bed by means of gassy speeches, mutual 
laudation, and beer drinking. It would puzzle Geoffroy St. Hilaire 
to elassify the harmless monster, and the artificial afflataus of its 
wet-nurses will fail to arouse a single impulse of active life in the 
deformed anatomy. 
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Our Dolley alludes to the old story of persecution. Galileo and 
Harvey, and Jenner, were persecuted, it is true; but does that 
prove that there is the authority of revelation for Millerism, or rea- 
son in eclecticism, or truth in the spiritual rappings ? 

A notice of all the points that present themselves in this report, 
would consume more space than we could devote to them. We 
learn with huge surprise, that conservative surgery, whatever may 
besaid of Parey and Hunter, and a host of other worthies in medi- 
cine, is purely eclectic! that a long time ago, it was the surgical 
law, to amputate a limb after it had suffered compound fracture, and 
that eclecticism had corrected that abuse ; that water dressings / are 
inappreciable except by those who have used them, (eclectics ?) and 
that the superiority of eclectic surgery in the treatment of ulcers, 
white swellings, hip disease, fistula, cancer, &c., is becoming more 
fully demonstrated, and that this superiority depends upon the 
employment, with almost ‘uniform success,” of ‘ cupping, fomen- 
tations, bandages, stimulants, and derivative applications, together 
with baths, suitable alteratives, and other measures of eclectic treat- 
ment’? !! This is about as cool a piece of impertinence as that of 
the man who sent a borrowed wheel-barrow home broken, together 
with a message that he wished it mended promptly, so that he might 
have the use of it again. 

The employment of anzsthetics, too, is thoroughly and peculiarly 
eclectic; so is Jarvis’ adjuster, and “arterial compression and he- 
mostasis,’’ comprising the beautiful and practicable idea of persuad- 
ing all the blood of the body into one or two of the limbs, and com- 
pressing it there so as to prevent a person from bleeding to death 
from the nose! Galvanic electricity is not now eclectic, but they 
intend to make it so shortly, because it is said (by some eclectic Sol- 
omon, perhaps,) to have magic power in asphyxia, in violent con- 
cussions of the brain, or in deadened sensibility, arising from nar- 
cotic poisons!! ‘Fresh sprats from quack pond, who’ll buy ”’ ? 
This is rich beyond expression, and for fear of exhausting a font of 
exclamation points, we leave Dolley and his eclectic surgery—an old 
dish served up even without new trimmings. Really, the modesty 
of these people is so entirely out of the usual run of that virtue, 
that we are at a loss for language that would do justice to our ap- 
preciation of it. 

Report G. On the circulation, its producing forces, and its rela- 
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tions to health ; by Levi Reuben, M. D., is a lengthy and circum- 
stantial document. We have commenced it several times with a se- 
vere determination to read it through, but there is a point beyond 
which endurance is no longer a virtue, and that point is passed long 
before the patient reader has reached the bottom of the second page 
of this report. It appears from the history of the matter as detailed 
by Dr. Reuben, that in the early part of the seventeenth century, 
William Harvey, a famous old eclectic, announced to the world the 
important doctrine of the circulation of the blood. After a great 
deal of opposition from a few pestilent allopaths, the doctrine thus 
promulgated by Harvey was generally received as true, &c. He 
alludes to the theory of Mrs. Willard, of Troy, N. Y., and to the 
memorable correspondence between that lady and Dr. Cartwright. 
As nothing eclectic is found in the document, we shall pass it by 
without further comment. 

Report H promises to explain “ what eclecticism is, and what it 
may be.’ The author of this report attempts to give the charac- 
teristics of his system. ‘When we reply that we reject calomel, 
antimony, the lancet, arsenic, &c., and that we have introduced po- 
dophyllin, leptandrin macrotin, &c., the questioner is satisfied that 
he understands the whole system of eclecticism, and, worse than all, 
the answerer feels a pride that he has made so wide a distinction be- 
tween the twosystems.’’ The introduction of these resinous extracts 
which are christened by the eclectics, as if they considered them the 
active principles of the respective articles—as morphine, quinine, 
&c., are the active principles of opium, bark, &c., is entirely consis- 
tent with the superficial nature of all their scientific pretensions. 
«Every one understands,” says Dr. Dolley, ‘‘that if he is treated 
by an allopathic physician, he is to be made worse, and debilitated 
to a low point before he can grow better.”’ This is flat nonsense and 
misrepresentation, and misrepresentation so flat and direct that it is 
only necessary to stamp it as such ; it may have been the result of 
ignorance, or it may have originated from a worse source. 

Opposition to blood-letting, or chrono-thermalism, practically, and 
to the employment of mercury, constitutes the basis of eclecticism, 
as we gather the traits of the system from this report. ; 

Report I. On Surgery, by S. H. Potter, M. D., is next in order. 
We have already learned from Dr. Oldshue, the results of the eclec- 
tic mode of having children: let us see the effect as developed in 
connection with the subject of amputations and operative surgery in 
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general. For the treatment of inflammation, the eclectic surgeon 
borrows Dr. Thompson’s great lever, lobelia, which gives prompt re- 
lief. He objects, secondly, to mercurials, as poisons, but would give 
bichromate of potash, which is also an exceedingly active mineral 
poison, and which has been made the subject of experiment by a 
single practitioner in France, during the last year ; it is not ‘ ad- 
mitted by the highest old school authorities, as a substitute for mer- 
cury in the treatment of certain diseases.’’ 

Dr. Dolly winds up his report with the history of a case of poly- 
pus uteri, in which he executed the bold and novel operation of “lig- 
aturing the tumor.’’ A boy fell down and bit his tongue through, and 
Dr. Dolley sewed it up, greatly to the surprise and delight of his 
Eclectic friends, and to the confusion of the allopaths! He describes 
acase of elephantiasis in a man who “ made a track like an ele- 
phant, in the sand, was 79 years of age, weighed 232 pounds, and 
could cut two cords of wood a day ! !”” 

We shall only quote from report K, on Materia Medica, &c., the 
following display of pyrotechnics. ‘‘ The full sun of knowledge is 
throwing its effulgent rays freely upon the intellect of the world, and 
warming into light the latent germs of thought that have slumbered 
long, unconscious of their existence ; and these, in their turn, scin- 
tillate new born sparks upon other minds. These too, take fire, and 
the illumination continues to extend, till soon empiricism and charla- 
tanry, whose proper pabulum is ignorance and superstition, shall have 
passed away, and the true light of science shall reach as far as hu- 
manity shall exist, ushering the glorious time ‘ which kings and 
prophets waited for, but died without the sight,’’ when shall be cal- 
culated with great accuracy the influence of disease upon the body, 
and the most certain agencies that can be applied for its removal,— 
when the human family shall no more be destroyed by disease in 
youth, nor ignorance any more prevent its dire ravages from being 
stayed.” 

This report is four pages in length. 

Report L, on Obstetrics—again !---by J. M. Sites, M. D., merits a 
passing notice. During the year 1842, Dr. Sites was called to his 
second case of midwifery. Three allopaths had abandoned the case 
---patient in a bad way---this ad ovo obstetrician set to work with er- 
got, red pepper and lobelia, and soon delivered his patient of a child 
weighing 21 pounds, the head measuring 27 inches in circumference ! 

Go it Dr. Sites, while you’re young!! And O ye credulous wise- 
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acres of the Eclectic Med. Ass! Twenty-seven inches in circumfer- 
ence---nine inches in diameter--and yet delivered without instruments! 
Truly there is some virtue in Eclectic Surgery, or the female pelvis 
is wonderfully large in Philadelphia! How is it, Dr. Meigs? Dr. 
Sites says a great many odd things, among the rest that “‘ Ergot should 
only be used when the os is well dilated, and the contraction of the 
uterus feeble.’’ A Daniel come to judgment ! 

These are the men who presume to prate pretendingly to the “old 
school’’ of physicians, and to claim a superiority in scientific position. 
All the little virtue they have is stolen from the stock accumulated 
by the labors of successive generations, and that is rendered wholly 
useless by the folly of its misapplication. 

Report N. Chemistry, by W. Paine, M. D., of Warren O. We tum 
to this report professedly as an important and exact branch of science, 
for further evidence of the great Reform which is to be brought about 
by this small body of great pretensions. Here, doubtless, we shall 
find not merely those few unimportant notices of the late improve- 
ments in Chemistry, chronicled in the scientific journals, the Comptes 
Rendue of learned men and learned societies, the annual reports of 
the Liebigs, the Miltons, or the Gerhardts, but also the peculiar im- 
provements in Science of these modest men, the Eclectics. In short, 
in the high-sounding words of the author, Dr. Paine, applied by him 
to the E.M. Ass.: ‘* We expect this (report) not only to give coun- 
se] and character, but to discuss the great and intricate problems un- 
derlying the advancement of medical science. It is not to be pre- 
sumed that this (report) will take a retrospective survey of human 
science. It will pass its awful limits, guided by the torch of a Buc- 
hannanand a Reichenbach, and may aid in sculpturing out from rude 
nature, those mighty truths lying nearer to the throne of the great 
Tam! 

But wofully were our high anticipations disappointed! five pages 
by Dr. Paine to the consideration of tis extensive subject, and in 
them all are not more than two chemical facts correctly stated !---a 
strictly accurate picture of Eclectic Science ! 

A great portion of these rare five pages is devoted to such beautiful 
self adulatory writing as we have quoted above. But yet he gives 
some wonderfully garbled precepts from the chemical works, enough 
to demonstrate, even to a tyro in chemistry, his most profound and 
assinine ignorance and want of comprehension of any thing relating 
to the science. But we will let him speak for himself. «‘ Amongst 
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the most recent discoveries in Chemistry, we find those of M. Dubee, 
who observed that the ores of tin are constantly accompanied by flu- 
oric or boracic minerals, and found particularly in mica, topaz, tour- 
maline, &c., &c.’”’ (wonderful!) which induced him to believe that 
this circumstance was connected in some way with the formation of 
these ores, and that the tin was brought into its beds in a state of fluo- 
ride, and there underwent a double deoxidation, producing the oxide 
of tin and fluoric minerals. 

We must be permitted here to throw up our hands in admiration 
of this Helectic chemistry—wonderful ! we repeat, great in chemistry 
as in the practice of medicine! A fluoride of tin---which the allo- 
pathic chemists, Berzelius, Davy, Leibig, &c., assert contains no 
oxygen,---is deoxidated! and more surprising still! it is ‘‘ doubly 


deoxidated’’ in order to convert it into oxide of tin and fluoric mine- 
rals !!?? 


But we must not stop here, let us return quickly to the text, where 
we find this startling announcement of the triumphs of Eclectic 
chemistry in the person of M. Dubree: ‘‘He (M. Dubree) has been 


enabled to produce oxide of tin artificially!!! ‘I believe, however, 
he used the chloride, instead of the fluoride.” Hide your diminish- 
ed heads ye allopathic chemists, M. Dubree has made artificial oxide 
of tin, and Dr. Paine believes he used the chloride instead of the 
fluoride! 

We doubt whether in the whole history of pretending ignoram- 
uses, a more glaring self-exposure is made to the admiring public 
than in these Transactions, and-this paper of Dr. Paine is not the 
least clear in the exemplification. 

Once upon a time the devil was permitted to tempt our Saviour. 
After a number of impertinences which were rebuked with a quiet 
dignity, that would have silenced any one except the subtle tempt- 
er,i he devil conducted him to the top of a high mountain, and point- 
ing out to him all the kingdoms of the earth, with that liberality we 
sometimes meet here on earth, among those who are giving away 
property that does not belong to them, offered them all to his Master 
if he would fall down and worship him. Fatigued by the persecu- 
tions of the arch-fiend, our Saviour turned upon him that heavenly 
presence before which angels bowed and worshipped, and bade him 
get him hence. Much has the genius of true science suffered from 
the impertinent assumptions of quacks and pretenders ; and the day 
is not far distant when before the frown of outraged truth, the whole 
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of Satan’s tribe will vanish from the face of the earth, and nothing 
will remain of the patent Eclectic medical Eccaleobion save the 
Ephesian record of its audacity. When we look at their pigmy 
efforts to dim the light of true science, by the use of two-penny 
squirts, and smoked glasses, we cannot better express our feelings 
than by the following lines about Gulliver : 


“ They tied him down—these little men did— 
And having valiantly ascended 

a the mighty man’s protuberance, 
They did so strut! upon my soul 

It must have been extremely droll 

To see their pigmy pride’s exuberance ! 
And how the doughty mannikins 
Amused themselves with sticking pins 
And needles in the great man’s breeches ; 
And how some very little things, 

That passed for lords, on scaffoldings 
Got up and worried him with speeches.” 


OLD PHYSIC. 
[ Zrans. Med. Journal. 


Osrrvary.—Died, at London, Jan. 20th, Jonathan Pereira, M. D., 
aged 49, the well-known author of our standard work on Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics, and of other valuable productions. 

The death of few men has been, and will be regretted more 
than that of Pereirie. He was a man of extraordinary talents, of 
great industry, of noble bearing, and a man profoundly learned in 
his profession. His reputation was world-wide, but at home, where 
he was best known, he was pre-eminently popular. We saw no 
man in Europe, by whom we were so completely captivated, and 
who treated us with more distinguished and undeserved considera- 
ation. America has lost her Drake : Europe can sympthize, as she 
has lost his equal. 


List or Grapuates ror 1852-3 or SrarimG Mepicat Cortece.—Thomas 
J. Haynes, Daniel O. Crist, William Noecker, H. M. Duff, S. C. Roberts, M. Y. 
Brockett, Valentine Brown, W. Morrow Beach, W. F. Harper, M. M. M. Mead, 
S. Hartle White, Nelson S. Darling, Alonzo J. Phelps, B. F. Bethel, W. F. Stew- 
art, W. T. Sharp, Andrew D. Nevius, T. C. Owen, Aaron Plumly. J. H. Clark, 
Philander R. Owen, Herrick B. Havens, J. Smith Sweeney, A. J. Smiley, 
J. Walter Scott, William Goldrick, Edward C. Neilson, Calvin Welch, John A. 
Carothers, Simeon Bishop Bell, Ethan A. Brown, Eli P. Leslie, Thos. W. Far- 
rell, Lindley Schooley, Wm. J. Sullivan, J. W. Underwood, M. McConnel, D. 
McClenahan, Newton Hover, R. M. Lewis, B. F. Whitney. 

Honorary Grapuates.—Dr. Peter Goble Franklin County, 0.; Dr. M. L. Hew- 
ett, Cleveland, O.; Dr. A. J. Beach, Richland county, O. 





MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 


SURGICAL IMPROVEMENT, —| 


REWARDED BY THE MEDAL OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE. 





Dr. B. Wexcu’s Surgeons’ Splints and Improved Apparatus for 
Fractures, &c. ‘Letters Patent’ granted for U. S., September 
1852. These instruments will be sold at the following prices, viz : 


1. Arm and Forearm Splints, consisting of 2 
Shoulder Splints, each - - - $00 75 
6 Arm do - - - - 
3 Pair Forearm do - - - - 
2 Pair Ulnar do - - - - 
1 Set Elbow Joint Fixtures, - - - 


The Set - - 


2. Thigh and Leg 
1 Single Extension Splint for Thigh and 
Double inclined Plane for Leg and Thigh, 
with flexible Splints, different sizes - - 17 00 


The Set, 1 and 2, for arm, thigh andleg- $25 00 


3. Double jointed extension apparatus for the 
thigh, in either the flexed or extended posi- 
tion, with flexible splints - - - 20 00 
Jointed apparatus, and flexible side splints 
for the leg, do - - - - - 12 00 
Together - - - - - - 


4. Three pairs longitudinal half boots, 
No. 1, each splint- — - - : - 
2, do - - - - - 
3, do - - - - - 
The Set, 3 Pairs, - - - - 12 00 
The set, 1, 3, and 4, for arm, thigh and leg, 50 00 


Orders accompanied by cash or a certificate of deposit, or other 
evidence of credit at a bank, made to the manufacturers, B. Welch 
& Co., Lakeville, (Salisbury) Connecticut, will be immediately sup- 
plied, by express, on either the Hartford or Housatonic Railroad ; 
and Railroad and Express charges, not exceeding 10 per cent. of the 
amount ordered, may be deducted, or will be prepaid. 


2% Circulars, containing full descriptions and directions for 
using the apparatus, will be sent to Surgeons or Physicians request- 
ing them. 
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R. P. LITTLE, M.D, 
Apothecary ant Drnggist, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


Successor to Drs. Denig & Harry. 


Witt wholesale and retail Medicines, Chemicals, Drugs, Surgical 
and Dental Instruments, Paints, &c., &c., at exceedingly low prices. 
His assortment includes every article usually kept by Druggists ; as 
he is daily receiving his stock, he can present many inducements to 
physicians and druggists in this and adjoining towns, if they will 
ay favor him with a call. 

Having enjoyed many years’ experience in compounding medicine, 
he will promptly and very carefully fill Physicians’ prescriptions, and 
to this branch of business he will give special attention, as he re- 
gards it of the highest importance. None but the best medicines 
will be used for this purpose, and he will strictly observe chemical 
principles in their combination. As he purposes devoting his time 
entirely to the occupation of a druggist, he solicits the patronage of 
medical men and the public generally. 

January 1, 1823. 








SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
7% Ss Bowe F's 3 
OPPOSITE THE UNITED STATES HOTEL, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


Mr. Kiort, who has been for a long time in the employment of 
Geo. Tieman, of New York, has opened a new establishment for the 
manufacture and sale of all kinds of Surgical and Dental Instru- 
ments of the finest quality, which he proposes to sell on the most 
reasonable terms. 

He keeps constantly on hand a great variety of instruments, 
which he invites physicians, surgeons and dentists to call and exam- 
ine before purchasing elsewhere. He hopes, and is determined to 
furnish the western profession with as good a quality of tnstruments 
as can be found in our largest cities. , 

2 Orders from abroad promptly attended to. 


From an acquaintance with Mr. Klott, and an examination of his 
instruments, I feel fully justified, and indeed I take pleasure, in rec- 
ommending them in the highest terms. I have had ample opportu- 
nities to test the instruments of many of the most celebrated manu- 
facturers of the world, and I have no hesitation in saying that for 
beauty of finish and fineness of steel and temper, they are not ex- 
celled by any I have ever seen. They are equal to Tieman’s or 
Schively’s best. 


R. L. HOWARD. 
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TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY, 


Pedical Department. 


The 35th session will open on the 15th March, 1853, and will con- 
tinue for four months, under the direction of the same faculty as 
heretofore. 





The cost of the full course has been reduced to $70 in advance ; 
to those who have attended two full courses elsewhere $45. Ma- 
triculation, $5. Graduation Fee, $26. Demonstrator’s Ticket, $8. 

Boarding from two to three dollars per week. 

ROBERT PETER, M.D., 


Dean of the Faculty. 
Lextneton, Ky, January 7th, 1853. 


J. WOLF. 


Surgical and dental Instrument Manufacturer,’ 


HIGH STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


HH’? on hand a great variety of Surgeons’ Instruments, warranted 
of the best quality and workmanship. 

Every variety of Instruments made to order on short notice. 
Having been for eighteen years, one of the principal manufacturers 
of George Tieman, of New York, whose Instruments are justly 
celebrated everywhere, he offers his services to the Ohio Profession 
with the fullest confidence in his ability to please those who may 
call upon him. 

Columbus, January, 1851. 


Since Wotr & Kuorr established themselves in this city as Man- 
ufacturers of Surgical Instruments and Cutlery, I have employed 
them to manufacture a variety of instruments for my own use. It 
gives me pleasure to say to my friends and those wishing to pur- 
chase, that, for fineness of steel, beauty of finish, and perfectness of 
execution every way, their instruments are not excelled by those of 
any manufacturers in the United States. 

R. L. Howarp. 
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J.& R. T. COOK, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DRUGGISTS, 


OPPOSITE THE CAPITOL HOUSE, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


bea just commenced the Drug business in the city, they 
would respectfully invite the attention of Physicians of Colum- 
bus and surrounding country, to their large and well-selected stock of 


DRUGS, MEDICINES AND CHEMICALS. 


Embracing every article in the Materia Medica, used by physicians, 

which they have just purchased in eastern markets, and offer at very 

low prices ; all of which are warranted to be perfectly pure. 
Below, we give a list of a few of the leading articles: 


DRUGS AND MEDICINES. 


Opium, (best Turkey,) | Oil of Copaiba, 
do pow’d, “ - | Solidified Bals. Copaiva, 
Rhubarb, se e | Cinchonia, in oz. bottles, 
do pow’d, “ nes | Cinchona Flava, 
Ipecac, pow’d, do Red, 
Jalap, do Lapulin, 
Dover’s Powder, Elaterium, 
Glycerin, H. H. & Inspected Extracts. 
Cod-liver Oil, (Rushton, Clark & Co.) 
Ergot, (good.) > All Syrups, Tinctures, &c., are 
Oil of Ergot, repared, full strength, according to 
do Cubebs, br. 8. Dispensatory. 


CHEMICALS. 


Iodide of Iron, Morphia Sulphate, 

do Sulphur, ib Muriate, 

do Potasseum, do Acetate, 

do Arsenic, Ferri Citras, 

do Lead, do do et Quinia, 
Iodine, (Sublimed,) do  Lactas, 
Syrup Iodide of Iron (strengthU.S.D.| do Cyanide, 
Solution do do Peperin, 
Valerianate of Iron, Tanin, 

ty) Quinine, Phosphate of Lime, (Pure,) 
Sulphate of Quinine, Bismuth Sub. Nit. 
Calomel, (English,) Chinoidine 
Nit. Silver, (stick and crystalized,) Pricip. Extract of Bark. 
Collodion, Chloroform 
Valerianate of Zinc, Chloric Ether. 
Hydrated peroxide of Iron, (antidote | 
for arsenic,) } 








We also keep constantly on hand, a full supply of perfectly pure 
Chemical Reagents made expressly for analytical purposes, which we 
manufacture ourselves, and warrant to be as represented. 
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Palmer’s Patent Artificial Leg. 


Prize Limb of the World’s Exhibition!! 


HIS substitute (the invention of B. Frank. Palmer, who himself 
1 lost a limb at an early age) differs radically from al other arti- 
ficial legs ; and in form and motion so nearly resembles the natural 
limb as to effectually conceal the misfortune of the wearer. It has 
the articulations of knee, ankle and toes, all of which are operated 
by tendons and springs, (in the interior of the limbs) which perform 
the functions of the Tendo-Achillis, Flexor, Extensor, and other 
muscles, giving a nature-like elasticity, and rendering the step firm 
and secure in walking. This limb is applied, with great success, to 
the shortest and tenderest stumps, its excessive lightness, and self- 
acting quality fitting it peculiarly for such cases. About five hun- 
dred of these limbs are now in constant use, consequently the inven- 
tor and proprietors, can speak from an experience which no other 
manufacturers have had, and they do not know of any person using 
limbs of any other construction, who has had one of Palmer’s Pat- 
ent; and they are now almost constantly fitting limbs for persons 
well supplied, in numbers, with those of every other construction. 

The Inventor has been honored with twenty gold and silver med- 
als, or First Premiums, at the great Annual Exhibitions in New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston and Baltimore, and has nxver, in a single 
instance, failed in receiving the n1cHEsr award, when there has been 
competition. 

Mr. Palmer having perfected his invention in the year 1850, and 
established its pre-eminence over all others in this country, determined 
to present it at the World’s Exhibition, in Londonin 1851. 

The Jury on Surgical Instruments and Artificial Limbs then con- 
sisted of Wm. Lawrence, F. R. 8., President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons ; Joseph H. Green, F. RR. S., and Mr. Philp, of London ; 
M. Roux, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu; M. Lallem and, member of the 
Institute, Paris; and Dr. Chadbourne, of the United States. The 
best English, French, and German Limbs were exhibited in competi- 
tion, and yet PALMER’S PATENT LEG was UNANIMOUSLY 
declared, by this learned body, to be ‘‘ decidedly the best artificial leg 
exhibited,’ and Mr. Palmer was, accordingly, awarded the MEDAL’ 


R& The following certificate is from Dr. Guthrie, late President 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, London. Similar expressions 
from Sir Benj. Brodie, and others, were received : 


‘* Lonpon, September 30th, 1851. 
Str—I have no hesitation in stating that I consider your Patent 
Artificial Leg to be the best invention 1 have yet seen—the most use- 
ful and the least distinguishable from the natural limb. 
I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 
B. Franc. Pater, Esq. G. J. GUTHRIE. 
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‘‘The Patent Artificial Leg of Mr. Palmer is a most ingenious, 
admirable, and philanthropic contrivance. It is far superior to all 
others that have yet been invented. The peculiar characteristics of 
this limb are life-like elasticity and flexibility, excessive. lightness, 
durability, adaptability, and perfection of exterior appearance.” — 
London Lancet, Jan. 3, 1852. 

‘If our cousins beat us in Yacht-Building, they are equally pre- 
eminent in the manufacture of Artificial Legs. The Patent Leg of 
Mr. Palmer cannot fail to be regarded as a great boon to suffering 
humanity.’”’—London Times, Sept. 19, 1851. 


New Yor, January 28, 1851. 


I have seen several of the Artificial Legs, manufactured by B. F. 
Palmer, in use, and consider them superior to any with which I am 
acquainted. W. PARKER, M. D., 

Prof. of Surg. College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y. 


I have examined, carefully, the Artificial Leg, manufactured by 
Mr. B. Frank. Palmer, of this country. Its construction is simple, 
and its execution is beautiful; and, what is more important, those 
who have the misfortune to require a substitute for the natural limb, 
and the good fortune to possess it, all concur in bearing practical tes- 
timony to its superiority in comfort and utility. 

VALENTINE MOTT, 
Professor of Surgery in the New York University. 


*~ New York, Jan. 29, 1851. 


Purtape.putA, March 27, 1851. 


~ I have examined, with great care, the Artificial Leg invented by 
Mr. B. F. Palmer, and do not hesitate to recommend it in the strongest 
terms. Ithas been used by several of my patients, and with entire 
satisfaction. THOS. D. MUTTER, M. D., 
Prof. of Surgery in Jefferson College, Philadelphia. 


I am acquainted with B. F. Palmer, the inventor and manufac- 
turer of the artifical leg above adverted to. His natural mechan i- 
cal genius was broughtinto requisition in fitting for himself an ar- 
tificial leg, which performs its operations so perfectly that no one can 
tell which is the artificial, or which the natural leg, without its expo- 
sure and a critical inspection. I saw a model of it in the World’s 
Great Exhibition, where it attracted universal admiration, and drew 
the first prize. Itis the best thing of the kind I have ever seen, 
and can but please—perfectly please, those who are compelled to re- 
sort to such an apparatus. R. L. HOWARD, M. D., 

Professor of Surgery. 


Advice, by letter or otherwise, and pamphlets, having full instruc- 
tions, sent gratis. 

All communications from New York and New England, should be 
addressed to PALMER & COMPANY, Springfield, Mass. All 
others to B. FRANK. PALMER, 

March, 1852. 376 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
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_. JOSEPH FENTON, 
Manufacturer of Surgical and Dental Instruments, 


OPPOSITE THE FRANKLIN BANK, ON HIGH STREET. 


AS kinds of Surgical and Dental Instruments kept constantly on 
hand, or made to order on the shortest notice, all of which will 
be warranted of superior quality and at the lowest rates. 

Grinding, polishing and repairing of all kinds of Cutlery and 
Instruments attended to with despatch. — 

JosepH Fenton is authorized to refer those gentlemen who have 
not already tested the superior quality of his Instruments, to the 
follwing gentlemen: R. L.. Howarp, 

Columbus, January, 1851. R. Tompson. 


NEW WORK ON OPERATIVE SURGERY. 


OPERATIVE SURGERY ILLUSTRATED. 


BY R. U. PIPER, M. D. 





ONTAINING more than nineteen huudred illustrations of opera- 

tions and Surgical diseases, and explanatory texts, chiefly from 
the works of Bourgery, Velpeau, Mance, Scarpa, Astley Cooper, 
Liston, Ferguson, Druitt, Syme, Wharton Jones, Maclise, Mutter, 
Pancoast, Mott, &c., &c., with 200 original drawings. By Henry 
J. Breztow, M. D. Professor of Surgery in the Massachusetts Med- 
ical College, it being a communication published in the records of 
the American Medical Association. 

The work will be issued in a handsome 12mo. volume, at a price 
that will place it in the reach of every student or practitioner. 

Troxnor, Reep & Fre.ps, Publishers, 
135 Washington-st., Boston. 
G. ROBERTS & Co., 
Wholesale and Retail Druggists,---Corner of High 
and Broad Streets, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
| ped always on hand a large and well selected assortment of 
pure Drugs, Medicines, and Chemicals, Dye-Stuffs, Paints, Oils, 
Varnishes, Perfumery, and Fancy Articles: Pure Wines and Bran- 
dies for Medicinal Purposes, and a few choice Groceries. 

Their stock is always selected with great care in the New York 
and Philadelphia markets, and warranted. 

Physicians, country dealers, and the public generally, are invited 
to call and examine their stock, as we think they cannot fail to be 
suited with quality of goods and prices. 

Az Particular attention given to compounding Physicians’ Pre- 
scirptions, and the best materials always used. 








SMITHS OPERATIVE SURGERY COMPLETE, 
LIPPINCOTT, GRAMBO & CO,. 


NUMBER 14, NORTH FOURTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
Have Just Published, 


A SYSTEM OF OPERATIVE SURGERY, 


| sss upon the practice of Surgeons in the United States, and 
comprising a Bibliographical Index and Historical Record of many 
of their operations for a period of two hundred years. By Henry 
Smita, M. D. Illustrated with upwards of 1000 engravings on 
steel. The whole forming one large octavo volume. 
CONTENTS: 
Parts 1 & 2—General and elementary operations, as well as those 
upon the head and face. 
Part 3—Operations upon the neck and trunk. 
Part 4—Operations on the genito-urinary organs of the male and 
female. 
Part 5—Operations practised on the extremities. 
A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INDEX of most of the Surgical papers 
connected with the subject is attached to each part. 
AS The Plates will be presented either Tinted or in Colors. 
Price —$7,50 Tinted, $15 colored to nature. 





Lippincott, Gramso & Co. have also lately published, 

THE DISPENSATORY OF THE UNITED STATES. By Drs. 
Woop & Bacue. 9th Edition. 

WOOD’S PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 2 vols. 8vo. 3d Ed. 

MITCHELL’S MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS, 
1 vol. 8vo. 


DRUGCIST AND APOTHECARY, 


South-East Corner of High and Rich Streets, 
MECHANIC’S HALL, Cotumsus, 0, 


A CARD. 


jie undersigned would call the attention of the medical profes- 
sion to his well selected stock of Drugs and Chemical preparations, 





of which he keeps the best and purest articles to be found in the 
market. 

Az Physicians are respectfully invited to examine before buying 
elsewhere, as he will always endeavor to give entire satisfaction, 
both in quality and in price. Physicians may also rely upon they 
prescriptions being put up most carefully, and without delay, at uer! 
time, either day or night. 





